BUTTE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
13TH ANNUAL GATHERING AND SEMINAR
Oct. 3rd - 5th 2014
Butte County, Oroville

Theme: “Returning Home - Dancing Between Two Worlds”
Seminar: Friday, Oct. 3rd, 1:30 PM to 4:30 PM -Gold Country Casino
Banquet Hall - 4020 Olive Hwy., Oroville, CA 95966
*Author Richard Burrill along with esteemed educators and historians will conduct a round-table discussion on current and past intricacies of multiple-culture peoples.
Dinner: Friday, Oct. 3rd, 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM - Gold Country Casino
Banquet Hall - 4020 Olive Hwy., Oroville, CA 95966
*Author Beverly Benner-Ogle and Kenneth Holbrook (Exec. Director - Maidu Summit Consortium) will
speak on the pending return of Humbug Valley to the Native people, discussing their challenges, plans and
upcoming opportunities for the stewardship of these ancestray lands.
Friday Seminar

$20 Dinner $25

Tomorrow is Native Ways Celebration: Saturday, Oct. 4th, 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM at Lake Oroville Visitor Center
- 917 Kelly Ridge Rd., Oroville, CA 95966 (Free to the Public)
Auto Tour Sunday Oct. 5th, 9:30 AM, led by Grayson Sorrels 530-872-0403

REST IN PEACE JOE DABILL. Our long time friend and primitive skills educator who everyone learned from
at our Ishi Seminars in 2003, 2004, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, and 2012, died on March 4, 2014 of a massive
heart attack. He is dearly missed. Money can be sent to his widow, Amada Dabill, to the Atascadero Community
Bank, 6966 El Camino, Atascadero, CA 93422. The account number is 205676802.
“In 1999, I first met Joe Dabill at Kulé Loklo at one of his bow-making workshops. In this photo (above) that I
took, Joe is demonstrating with my bow made of Calfornia juniper, Ishi’s style of holding, aiming, and releasing
an arrow.” --Richard Burrill
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Revealing Facts Have Surfaced that Point To Certain Feather River Maidus
as Part of Ishi’s Family and of Ishi’s Remarkable Saga
By Ishi Richard Burrill. 2014

This is the first time and high time that the annual Ishi Gathering and Seminar
is finally being held on the Tyme Maidu Berry Creek Rancheria, with its Gold
Country Casino resort this October 3, 2014. Why is this? Because there are relevant and revealing parts of the greater Ishi saga that directly involved some
of the Berry Creek Maidus whose main river tributary was the Middle Fork of
the Feather River. Consider these Ishi-related stories:

Figure 1. Frank Day

• Sighting of Ishi by the Day family. Of the Berry Creeks, one notable
member was Frank Day (1902-1976). One day in the summer of 1911, when
Frank was about ten years old, he and his father named Twoboe. encountered
an unfamiliar medicine man, conducting a healing ceremony for a man who
had suffered a gun shot wound. Later, it was determined that that traditional
doctor they observed was “Ishi.” Son Frank Day never forgot the healing
ritual he witnessed. In 1973, he painted a remembrance rendering of the event
(Fig. 2).
Figure 2.

“Ishi and Companion
at Lamin Mool” by Frank Day.

• Two Berry Creek tribal members,
Dick Harry and John Johnson, visited the
Indian stranger, “Ishi,” in the Butte County
Jail on about September 1, 1911. Neither of
them made any headway communicating
with him, explained grandson Jack Johnson
(see Fig. 3) to this researcher.

Figure 3.

(Left to right) Harry Edwards, Pete Cruz, Jeff
Grant, Dick Harry, John Johnson Sr., Henry
Flynn, Hood Smith. Photo courtesy of Goodie
Mix on May 11, 2011.
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Harry Edwards (far left) married Mary Beavers
of Kune’bey village. Mary was a sister of Ishi’s
Pulga Maidu mother who was kidnapped by
Yahi raiders in about 1830. Elder Franklin Martin of the Mooretown Rancheria told the author
on two different occasions that “My cousin,
Harry Edwards, knew Ishi” (see more in Burrill
2011: 63)

Can you find Pulga on this map where Ishi’s mother was kidnapped
by Yahi raiders in about 1830? Can you find the Murder Rock
where Ishi’s father was killed in 1857 when Ishi was a little toddler,
about 3 years old?
“She was only nine I think. Nine
years old” [when they stole her].
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“My grandmother’s sister, she got stole
by one, see. By a bunch of ‘em. When they
come to this fishin ground up here this side
of Pulga, see. They come down and they
caught her. Everybody run, but she was
small. They caught her and they took her
back with them. She was only about nine I
think. Nine years old.” --Bryan “Pancho”
Beavers
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• Thanks largely to anthropologist John W. Duncan III’s 1998 unpublished manuscript, which

was recovered in 2011 by John Duncan’s son, Brian Duncan of Seattle, Washington, the compelling
Pulga Maidu oral history story titled, “The Good Yahi” was preserved that reveals Ishi’s mother was
herself Pulga Maidu (and hailed from Kune’bey village (Happy Hollow). But in about 1830, when she
was about nine years old, she was kidnapped by Yahi-Yana raiders from the north.. A copy of said
manuscript was provided the author, plus another copy was provided the Meriam Library’s Special
Collections on the California State University Chico campus. Its full title is: How to Catch a Sleeping
Fish - Historical and Traditional Stories by Bryan Beavers, Maidu Storyteller.
The key Maidu historian John Duncan interviewed was Bryan “Pancho” Beavers (1900-1971),
who, fortunately, was also interviewed separately by Dorothy Hill, Donald Jewell, and Robert Rathbun (see Fig. 4). Hence, when taken together, Beavers’s account over time was quite consistent.
Moreover, Ishi’s comparatively taller stature of 5’6,”when compared to his fellow Yahi-Yana tribesmen, who averaged about 5’2,” is explained by Ishi having had some Maidu genes. I fur
Figure 4 (left). (left to right) Authors-to-be Bob Rathbun of
Sun, Moon And Stars (1973)and The Destruction of the
People (1973) and Donald Jewell of Indians Of The Feather
River (1987). Photo taken by Dorothy Morehead Hill at the
Bear Dance in 1967. Photo SC34582 of Special Collections,
Meriam Library, California State University, Chico.
Figure 6 (below) Bryan Beavers at “Murder Rock” feauture
where the “Good Yahi, Ishi’s father, was executed in about
1857, by the Pulga Maidu because he had led the party
that stole one of their young females for a future bride, and
one has to pay for their meanness. This is fully told in Ch. 2
“She’s Gonna Stay But You Gotta Go Back” of Burrill 2012,
The Untold Story of Ishi In His First World, Parts III-VI, pp.
333-339. Learn also how on May 12, 2011, the Murder Rock
of oral history was rediscovered by the team led by logger
and rancher Lyman Pete Moak of Concow Valley.

Figure 5. Anthropologist John Duncan III in 1991, who
interviewed Bryan Beavers in the mid 1960s. Duncan’s ms includes Beavers’s “The Good Yahi” story,
which Richard Burrill finally obtained on Feb. 1, 2011.
Photo courtesy of Brian Duncan of Seattle, WA.

Figure 6. Don Jewell’s photo of Beavers in 1965 at the Murder
Rock. Reprinted from page 27 of Indians of the Feather River,
1987, by Donald Jewell
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Where the Yana Were Made In the long Ago
I am standing on the terrace of Ishi’s Yahi place name #3 Wamārawi
(of 185 Yana place names that Ishi identified in 1914). This is the
approximate location where two of the major dieties, Lizard and Rabbit, made the second race of people, the Yana. “The Creation of the
Yana” sacred myth is repeated in each of my Ishi’s Untold Stories In
His First World books on page 192 and page 383 respectively. 		
				
--Author and editor Richard Burrill

Available are my latest Ishi books

Ishi’s Untold Story Parts I-II (2011)
Part I begins in 1908, with the discovery and sacking of Grizzly Bear’s Hiding
Place on Deer Creek. Ishi’s secretive years in hiding (1908-1911), his “capture,” and his eight days and seven nights in Oroville are recreated. How did
Thomas Waterman open communication with the beguiling and sometimes
animated Deer Creek Indian captive? Part II is a flashback to 1830, to the time
of Ishi’s parents’ generation. The book ends with the first ever publication of
“The Good Yahi” oral history, transcribed word-for-word by John Duncan III
from Pulga Maidu elder, Bryan “Pancho” Beavers. Beavers began:
“My grandmother’s sister, she got stole by one,
see. By a bunch of ‘em. When they come to this fishin
ground up here this side of Pulga, see.”
Included in Appendix is “Ishi’s 185 Yahi Place Names,” compiled by Kroeber

Price $26 (tax included)

Ishi’s Untold Story Parts III-VI (2012) provides a narrative that is
equal parts history and Yana mythology. The backdrop is the near genocide

of the California Indians from 1849 to 1908, while Ishi’s Yahi-Yana band of
“ghosts” become expert at remaining invisible. Mythic deep time is another
matter. The supernatural Culture Heroes of the Yana sagas were sources for
power or medicine about right choices to be made. They live in “deep time,” a
pool, where all time is present at once. This book is a singular and memorable
account of survival, inclusive of Native Ways to sacred knowledge, and having
“lots of luck.” This work is a credible and revealing history, an epic novel-like
narrative of hidden, dark history that happened in our own backyard. Heavily
illustrated with rare photographs and helpful detailed maps.

Price $43 (tax included)
Ishi’s Return Home (2014) This work is the report that renowned
anthropologist, Alfred L. Kroeber, with UC Berkeley, never published.
This work is truly an adventure story, with engaging Ishi narrative. Will
he be able to deal with his demons and ghosts and the great sadness and
trials of his recent past? Several of the better 1914 photographs of Ishi,
taken mainly bu Alfred Kroeber and Saxton Pope are included. The
reader revisits with Ishi his old haunts with story associations on Deer
Creek and Mill Creek. Glimpses of how Ishi and four others of his tiny
band of Yahi-Yana somehow survived are provided, while staying “invisible” for twenty-two years longer than Geronimo’s band of Apaches.
Price: $32 (tax included)
All three books are Limited Printings.www.ishifacts.com
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OUR THEME, “RETURNING HOME: DANCING BETWEEN TWO WORLDS,”
AND WHAT IT MEANS
WHAT IT MEANS: “Dancing between two worlds” is when “marginal” peoples find themselves “on top of
the fence” and being tugged and teased between two cultures, two ways of life, which have different and often
conflicting values, and the individuals are mentally and spiritually torn about those values. There is the old
Iroquois saying about how one cannot for long have one’s feet placed in two canoes.
Such “marginal” peoples suffer pain, torment --the feeling of not belonging anywhere. Postponement
of their choice between cultures can lead to depression, and madness. When hope is entirely gone, some marginal individuals act in ways of desperation, which is dangerous and, too often, leads to deaths.
WHAT IT TAKES TO SEE THEIR REALITY Philosopher, poet, and singer, Bob Dylan, famously said,
“We all see it, we just see it from a different point of view.”
Remember how you couldn’t see the other’s situation –just could not “get it”-- until you knew their
story? Hearing their profile, their stories are how you come to finally say, “Aha!” The story changes you somehow. Now you understand. Now you have empathy about their situation from their points of view. And it
is amazing how when a stranger simply is a good listener during trying times, that viable solutions present
themselves!
INVITED SPEAKERS AND SPECIAL GUESTS WHO HAVE COMMITTED TO ATTEND:
Figure 7. Cultural anthropology Professor and
Author Terri Castaneda
(CSU Sacramento) will
seminar about the celebrated Mountain Maidu
educator and author,
Marie Potts. Terri has
been researching and
writing a comprehensive
biography about this remarkable and tenacious
California Indian woman.

Figure 8A.
Swedish-American
Pat (Höberg) Skillman
from Portola Valley,
CA, will share her family’s endearing story
of knowing Ishi in San
Francisco in about
1914.

Figure 9 (left) This Yahi man, photographed
in 1938 in Thermalito, Butte County, CA, was
christened “Snow-Flake” in 1871 when born
during “extraordinary circumstances,” a sleeting and blowing storm (Read Stephen Powers’s Tribes of California, 1877, p. 281). His
“adopted” protection name became Thomas
James Cleghorn. He lived until 1959, while
his Yahi mother died in Igo, Shasta County,
in about 1919, named Letitia (not her tribal
name). Tom Cleghorn danced between two
worlds, incredibly so, his entire life.
Attending in time to be reintroduced at our
dinner at 5:30 PM will be three Snow-flake
family descendants: Widow Mrs. Joyce (Lyon)
Martin, Machelle Martin, and Maleah (Martin)
Novak. Grandson of Tom Cleghorn, Robert
Martin, who thoroughly researched his Indian
heritage, but no one would believe him until
his data was carefully reviewed by this author,
died on August 18, 2005.
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Figure 8b.
“Ingemar Högberg (pictured left) is my
father.
Ingrid Lindström Högberg is my grandmother, and
Eskil Högberg (right) is my Uncle.
Our old family home still stands in San
Francisco, above the Sutro Forest with
address 249 Edgewood Avenue.”
--Pat Skillman

