Chapter Two
“USA: Red, White and Blue”
The Cultural Literacy Dictionary of Americans, First Edition, 2015
By compiler Richard Burrill
This dictionary contains knowledge of the common stock of people, places, sayings,
happenings and ideas that all truly literate Americans know and recognize. This is the
invaluable shared knowledge of Americans that enables productive communication and
thinking critically through important issues, This dictionary also contains a heavy
dosage of folk etymology, shared place names, inclusive of their origins, meanings, use
and typologies. This compiler has also climbed on the shoulders of many authors and
researchers who are highly respected in their fields (see Bibliography). Their accurate
chronologies, select maps, local histories, and interviews helped this compiler to round
out interviews he has also acquired in the field over time. Lastly, important “enabler
concepts” for thinking critically have been added.

“From The Alamo to Zion”

A

• Alamo – is a early Franciscan mission in today’s San Antonio, Texas. The AmericanMexicans led by Stephen Austin and Sam Houston (Fig. 1. to come) declared
independence from the Republic of Mexico on March 2, 1836, four days before the fall of
the Alamo. The garrison of some 189 Texans/Americans held out for 13 days, until
overrun and slaughtered on March 6, 1836, by General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna’s
army. Tennessee Representative in Congress David Crockett, who had also brought
American volunteers with him, all perished in the fight. “Remember the Alamo!”
became the battle cry led by Sam Houston to defeat Mexico’s army one month later at
the Battle of San Jacinto. Nine years later, in 1845, the Lone Star Republic became the
28th state of the United States.
• Alien Registration Card (ARC) – This is required by those who are permanent
residents in the United States to carry on their person at all times. (www.usimmigration.com/us-immigration-news). It is Form 1-551 and also known as a Green
Card, the Permanent Residency Card.
• America/ American/Americans
AMERICA - The name “America” itself was first used on this map made by
French map-printer Martin Waldenmüller in 1507 (Fig. 2 to come). At that time,
Waldenmüller was impressed with the Italian navigator Amerigo Vespussi’s two
exploratory voyages, and with the more sensational and compelling accounts of the
lands compared to Columbus’s bland writings. Vespussi called what he saw to be a new
fourth continent—what we might rightly call a “New World.” Hastily, Waldenmüller
chose Vespussi’s name for it, and printed “America” on his 1507. In his Cosmographiae
Introducio summary, Waldenmüller explained:
“Inasmuch as both Europe and Asia received their names from women,
I see no reason why any one should justly object to calling this part
Amerige [from Greek “ge” meaning “land of”, i.e., the land of] Amerigo,
or America, after Amerigo, its discoverer, a man of great ability.”
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His Saint-Dié printing press project soon sold one thousand maps across Europe. The
name “America” stuck because the people with the maps liked it.
• “America” -The allegorical Indian drawn by Paul Revere in 1766 (see Figure of
symbolic “America” to come).
Caption: Allegorical print with satire by Paul Revere, 1766. The top of Revere’s
print reads: “A View of the Obelisk erected under Liberty-Tree in Boston the
Rejoicings for the Repeal of the Stamp Act. 1766.” [And] Engraved beneath: “To
every Lover of Liberty, this Plate is humbly dedicated by her true born sons, in
Boston New England.”

Context: This 1766 art print by Paul Revere was made some seven years before
the Boston Tea Party that took place December 16, 1773. This is the earliest reference this
researcher has found of a symbolic Indian figure “America.” Paul Revere’s art piece may
have been inspired the Sons of liberty in Boston to dress up as “Mohawk Indians”(from
New York) during the “Boston Tea Party” on December 16, 1773. The act of “Mohawk
Indians” throwing overboard chests of English was organized by Sam Adams.
Why dress up like, and announce they were Mohawk Indians, instead of the
local Wampanoag Indians?
Tentative answer: Because the special “Stamp Act Congress” with
representatives from 9 of the 13 British colonies, met in October 1766, in New York City,
which was the home of the Mohawk (whom the Dutch in New York City also called
Mohawk). In New York City, the colonial representatives drafted the “Declaration of
Rights”(see below), which listed all the rights of freeborn Englishmen. The
representatives also demanded the repeal of the Stamp Act. These documents were sent
by ship to the British Parliament in England, for an answer.
This near identical “America” symbol (of an Indian with bow) was repeated in
probably 1776, and definitely in 1787 (the latter by the Massachusetts mint’s council on
their copper cent and half cent, see Fig. 3 to come of “the figure of an Indian with a bow
and arrow and a star at one side”). Both images may be viewed in Yeoman’s The Official
Red Book A Guide Book of United States Coins, 67th Edition, 2013:58 and 59).
Where and when did the American colonists first vote to boycott British goods
being imported to the colonies?
Ans: The Boston Tea party in 1773 was the earliest boycott, involving only tea. In
August 1765, Boston merchants began a boycott of British luxury goods. Hundreds of
merchants in New York City and in Philadelphia also agreed at this same time not to
buy imported goods, until the Stamp Act was repealed.

• American Antiquarian Society (AAS) – Founded in 1812, by the Boston printer Isaiah
Thomas, who was no Tory. Located at 185 Salisbury Street, Worchester, Massachusetts
01609. (508-755-5221) www.americanantiquarian.org
Foremost, it is a national research library that houses the largest and most accessible
printed material from first contact to 1876, in what is now the United States, the West
Indies, and parts of Canada (inclusive of American history, literature, and culture
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through 1876. It has several digital collections available. In 2015, outstanding
philanthropic support was received by the McDonough family, on behalf of the Myles &
C. Jean McDonough Foundation.
• The American character – What IS the American character?
Great question! Allow me to take a stab at answering this one:
I contend that our country’s Charters of Freedom (Declaration of
Independence, U.S. Constitution, and the Bill of Rights), when taken
together, IS the American character in spirit, in action, and by virtue of its
guarantees. They represent the American character: one who is a
contributing person of a freedom-loving society without slackers. A
slacker is “a shirker, an indolent person. Loafer, idler, skulker, a gold
brick (American Webster’s Dictionary), while Merriam-Webster’s
Dictionary’s definition reads: “A slacker is a person who deliberately
avoids work, responsibilities or duties.” America is the barrel-maker, the
sheep and cattle man, and tradesman, who are hard at work doing their
thing to earn their keep, but not at the expense of others.
Here is author and naturalist Donald C. Peattie’s (1943:258) words that address
how Americans should be remembered in his way of thinking. Peattie wrote this during
World War II, which I reprint from his insightful work Journey Into America, 1943:
I’ve said that there were three great movements in American history:
our westward push, our democratic revolution, our melting of many
races into one nation. . . . This fourth and most titanic movement in our
history is that which convulses the world, but because of the standard we
raised when we raised this nation [July 4, 1776], we cannot escape a
leader’s role in it. For we are the people who declared that all men are
created equal (Burrill’s underscore).
• Americans defined - Five Highly Held Maxims That Define Americans Over Time
• “We have to hang together or hang separately” –Ben Franklin, 1776
• “That a house divided . . . “cannot stand.” –repeated in Matthew, Mark, and
Luke, and by Abraham Lincoln’s in his 1858 “house divided” speech.
• “Land of the free and home of the brave” (On a bumper sticker in 2011)
• “You have to know baseball to understand America.” [And] “You don’t know
Americans unless you know baseball.”--Ken Burns,
(in his Baseball: An Illustrated History, and his PBS film documentary on “Baseball”)
• “Let frugality and industry be our virtues.”
(Written by John Adams to his wife Abigail, concerning the raising
of their own children. Reprinted from David McCullough’s
Pulitzer Prize for Biography work, John Adams, 2001:32-33).
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• American Philosophical Society (APS) – Benjamin Franklin in 1743 advocated this
eminent scholarly organization in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania “to improve the common
stock of knowledge.” The APS has played a significant role in American cultural and
intellectual life for over 250 years. Its Executive Offices and Museum Gallery are located
at 104 South Fifth Street, Philadelphia, PA. 19106-3387 Tel. Library: 215-440-3400.
• The American Soul?
The oratory of Daniel Webster, the joshings of Sam Clemens, the
sermons of Emerson, these are our literature, and they are our soul”
(Peattie 1943:222).
AMERICANS – Q. What is the earlier year when some of the British colonists
began calling themselves “Americans”?
Author and historian David McCullough (2001:39) gave this answer:
“It was the time of the French and Indian War [1754-1763] when
Americans had begun calling themselves Americans rather than
colonists.” –
October 1765 is arguably when a consensus of “Americans” made known their
unified protest. This was when nine of the thirteen British colonies sent official
representatives from their colonial assemblies to a special “Stamp Act Congress” that
met and organized in New York City. They agreed in unison in protest of taxation
without representation in Parliament, and disdained the widening of the powers of the
Admiralty Courts. Together, they agreed to boycott British goods being imported to the
colonies. So effective was the initial boycott that the London merchants began to worry.
Benjamin Franklin, sent as diplomat for the colonies in London, went before the House
of Commons and warned this body that they were on the road to ruin. If they did not
change their policies, there would very likely be rebellion. The Americans, Franklin
explained, “dearly loved their Mother England, but they loved their liberties even more.
(Boorstin and Kelley 1986:71).
According to the National Archives of the United States web site, the October 19,
1765 “Declaration of Rights of the Stamp Act Congress,” is revered by many as our
country’s fourth most hallowed document, trumped only by (1) The Declaration of
Independence, (2) the US Constitution, and (3) the Bill of Rights.
An important footnote here, is that it was none other than James Otis of
Massachusetts who made the motion on June 8th in the Massachusetts legislature to
send the circular inviting all the colonies to send delegates to a Congress in New York in
October 1765, for the purpose of devising a unified protest against new British taxation,
i.e, Parliament’s unfair and unjustifiable Stamp Act.
AMERICANS – What is the first official date when former British colonists
proclaimed themselves both “United States Americans” and “Americans of the United
States”?
Answer: In July 1776 upon ratifying their Declaration of Independence in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. This was when a significant number of patriots were
“Americans” who were no longer strangers in a strange land. They were united and
now in a familiar landscape that they called home, the United States of America.
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Both on July 2 and July 4, 1776, the Second Continental Congress in Philadelphia,
twelve of thirteen colonies, voted in the affirmative for the Declaration of Independence,
while New York abstained.
The great day of celebration came on Monday, July 8, 1776 at noon in the state
house yard in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, when the Declaration was read aloud before
an exuberant crowd (McCullough 2001:136-137). This was followed by a feu de joie [“fire
of joy”] of thirteen cannon blasts. The King’s Arms was removed on that same day from
the Supreme Court Room at the State House (McCullough 2001:136-137).
The Revolutionary War to win independence from the British would last six
years, 1775-1781. The surrender on October 19, 1781 of General Cornwallis at Yorktown,
Virginia, of his British army, sailors and cannons, followed by Britain’s Prime Minister
Lord North’s acknowledgement of defeat as well as his resignation, stirred Holland on
March 28, 1782 to recognize the sovereignty of the United States of America
(McCullough 2001:270).
• On Monday, April 22, 1782, the American minister John Adams won an
audience at the Bosch Palace at the Hague with His Most Serene
Highness the Prince of Orange William V, and his wife Princess
Wilhelmina “in a ceremony of formal recognition”(McCullough
2001:271).
• In May 1782, American minister John Adams took up residence and
put out a flag at the US House, as he called it, the first American embassy
anywhere in the world! (McCullough 2001:271).
• October 8, 1782 --Dutch Treaty of Commerce was approved with the
United States of America.
The Paris Peace Treaty was signed September 3, 1783. It was signed by the
representative of King George III and by the three “Americans,” namely: John Adams,
Benjamin Franklin, and John Jay. The all-important first sentence of Article I declared:
His Britannic Majesty acknowledges the said United States . . . to
be free, sovereign, and independent states (McCullough 2001:285).
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• American Indians (see below Shameful Treatment)
(see also )
American/First American?
The Chop
Code talkers
Five Nations/Six Nations
Geronimo
Morgan, George (Indian Agent of First Indian Treaty)
Onondaga
Starving time
Thanksgiving
tonto
Turtle Island
wampum
White Eyes (chief)

• The American Wilderness (food for thought)
The American people, De Tocqueville observes, do not see the
mighty wilderness they are destroying; they give no thought to the trees
they fell or the deer they slay; what they see is the crops they will grow
there, the cattle they will raise there, and the roof of trees that will rise
there over the heads of their children (De Tocqueville’s picture of the
woodsman in Peatie 1943:104).

• Richard Amerique - Richard Amerique (1445-1503) –A little known but interesting
interpretation announced in 1908 for the oldest source for “America” came from Bristol,
England. Bristol’s sheriff was Richard Amerique (also spelled Amerike or Ameryce) who
helped in sponsoring John Cabot’s successful 1497 expedition of the Matthew to
Newfoundland and back. The date, 1497, precedes 1507 for Waldenmüller’s map by ten
years. Hence, some Bristol holdouts sincerely believe ‘America” was named after their
Sheriff of Bristol. If, indeed, “America” was the place name on British maps before 1507,
they might have a credible case. However, to date no such vintage map has surfaced.
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• Antietam (Battle of Sharpsburg) in Washington County, Maryland. September 17, 1862
marks the bloodiest single-day battle in American history, during which there were a
combined 22,717 casualties. The Union had 12,401 casualties with 2,108 dead. The
Confederates had 10,318 with 1,546 dead. The “Bloodiest Square Mile in America” was
Antietam’s corn field.
• The Apollo Missions – Our six man-landings on the Moon and successful returns back
to our Home planet Earth, occurred from July 20, 1969 to December 19, 1972).
• Armistice Day – In 1919, President Woodrow Wilson declared November 11 as
Armistice Day to remind Americans of the tragedies of war. It commemorated the end
of fighting of World War I on November 11, 1918. In 1938, Congress declared it a federal
holiday and in 1954 changed the name to Veterans Day to honor all who have served in
the United States Military.
• Articles of Confederation –The name of the first compact between the thirteen original
states, in use “officially” from 1781 to 1789, until replaced by the U.S. Constitution, our
second compact as a nation.
The U.S. began on July 12, 1777, as a “proposed” confederation of thirteen sovereign
states run under the laws of the Articles of Confederation, until March 4, 1789, when
replaced by the new U.S. Constitution. The Articles was “officially” effective not until
all thirteen states ratified it. While Virginia was the first to ratify, the thirteenth state to
ratify was Maryland in 1781. The stall was over the refusal of some states to rescind their
claims to Ohio Valley lands in the West called for by the “Quebec” or “Canada” Act.
• Automobiles (American) - Listings to be added include: Batmobile, “chopped” cars,
classic cars, Ford’s Lincoln Highway, the Model T, the Model A, muscle cars, and
NASCAR.
• Aztlán -Ancient and mythical homeland of the Azteca/Mexica, Nahuatl speakers who
migrated from caves either in the American southwest or NW Mexico to the Valley of
Mexico in the 13th century. Seven caves on Great Salt Lake’s “Goat Island”???

B
• Badge of Military Merit (see below Purple Heart medal)
• Basketball – 100% American sport that began in 1891, at the International YMCA
Training School (today’s Springfield College) in Springfield, Massachusetts, thanks to
Canadian physical education coach James Naismith. The first game was played with a
soccer ball and two peach baskets used as goals (see below “Tar Heels” to learn about
the “winningest coach in college basketball”).
• Battleship Missouri Memorial (see below USS Missouri)
• Bill of Rights – They comprise the first Ten Amendments added to the U.S.
Constitution in 1791).
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• Birth Certificate (U.S) – is one of the vital records that documents the birth of a child in
the United States. Interesting is that in the U.S., the issuance of birth certificates is a
function of the states, even though birthplace is a determinant of United States
citizenship.
• Black churches in USA:
Oprah Winfrey (2015): “I love the [Baptist] church. I love what the
church offers to us as a culture—black people in particular. We would be
nowhere without the black church” (interviewed by Barbranda Lumpkins
Walls, “Spirituality According to Oprah” AARP Bulletin (October 2015),p.
17.
• Black Thursday (October 24, 1929) and the following Black Tuesday (October 29th),
which was far worse than Thursday ushered in the Great Crash and the worse day in the
history of the New York Stock Exchange. There were several factors that caused the
Great Depression, which became a world-wide problem. What was the worst problem?
Historians Daniel Boorstin and Brooks Kelley (1987:491) wrote in their A History of the
United States, some food for thought, that:
But the worst flaw in the economy of the late 1920s was the stock
market itself. It provided a gambling arena where whims, unfounded
fears, and unjustified hopes could trigger disaster. The stock market
provided a stage where the whole nation could watch the price of Wall
Street’s stocks go boom and them bust! That made it hard for citizens to
realize that what was roller-coastering was only the price and not the
value of the nation’s product. Doubt and fear spread across the nation.
• The “Bloodiest Square Mile in America” (see above Antietam).
• “Bloody Sunday” – On March 7, 1965, this was a Civil Rights flashpoint at the Edward
Pettrus Bridge in Alabama, during the Selma-to-Montgomery march for voting rights.
Today’s Representative Congressman John Lewis (D) 5th Congressional District for the
State of Georgia, remembers this day vividly. He, with Hosea Williams, were two of the
leaders. In so many words, Lewis recalled, “I was getting hit again and again, so badly, I
believed I was being killed.”
From Selma, some 600 civil rights marchers headed east out of Selma on U.S.
Route 80. They got only as far as the Edmund Pettus Bridge six blocks away, where
Alabama state troopers and local lawmen attacked them with billy clubs and tear gas
and drove them back into Selma. More than forty were arrested. News broadcasts and
photographs revealed the senseless cruelty of the still segregated South. Martin Luther
King, Jr., two days later, led a "symbolic" march back to the bridge. In the meantime,
civil rights leaders sought court protection for a third, full-scale march from Selma to the
state capitol in Montgomery. Federal District Court Judge Frank M. Johnson ruled in
favor of the marchers. "The law is clear that the right to petition one's government for
the redress of grievances may be exercised in large groups..., "and these rights may be
exercised by marching, even along public highways." The third time was a charm. On
March 21, 3,200 demonstrators set our for Montgomery. On March 25, they were 25,000strong, and they made it. Less than five months later, President Lyndon Johnson signed
the Voting Rights Act of 1965--the best possible redress of grievances. (see also below the
“Civil Rights Movement”).
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• Bockscar – The “forgotten plane,” named as a pun on the name of the aircraft
commander, Captain Frederick C. Bock. On Thursday, August 9, a second atomic bomb,
this one nicknamed “Fat Man” was dropped on Nagasaki. The B-29 Superfortress
bomber named Bockscar delivered this, the final blow to the Japanese. Bockscar is now on
permanent display in Dayton, Ohio, at the National Museum of the United States Air
Force. This primary source exhibit is along side a replica of a “Fat Man” bomb, with
signage that states that it was "The aircraft that ended WWII."
• Boone, Dan - Wife was Rebecca from North Carolina. Daughter Jemima. Boone’s long
rifle-gun he called Tick-Licker.” Tall tales of ten-tined elk. (Peatie 1943:102). Plains of
Kentucky called the Bluegrass region. “Lincoln is a legend, Boone is a legend, and so are
Stonewall Jackson, Walt Whitman, Kit Carson, Mark Twain.” (Peatie 1943:104). Boone
was captured by Blackfish and held for six months in captivity. Old Blackfish declared
Daniel his adopted son. The Shawnee tribe named Boone Sheltowee (“Wide Mouth”)
(Peatie 1943:130). Boone’s 17 year old son was tortured and killed by Blackfish. Boone
carried his dead son’s body off the Blue Licks battlefield. Boone outwitted Blackfish.
Boone left Boonesborough at the terminus of the Wilderness Trail, to found Boone’s
Station, a little ways off.
• Boonesborough on the Kentucky River (Richard Henderson’s town) in Kentucky.
On a Sunday in July 1776, fourteen year old daughter Jemima Boone led the
canoe ride downstream with her playmates Betsy Calloway, 15, and Fanny Calloway 13.
They got abducted by the Shawnee.
• Boston Massacre – March 5, 1770:
The Boston massacre, whereby five colonists were shot and killed by
British soldiers, was a pivotal event that led the colonies of America to revolt
against King George III. Once the Stamp Act was imposed in 1765, Sam Adams
made himself a master of mob tactics and of propaganda. In 1770, the British
captain and eight of the British soldiers were arrested for trail. But no lawyer in
Boston at first would take the case. So the court pleaded with the capable lawyer
in Boston, John Adams, would he represent the nine British soldiers? Adams
always wanted to live in a society where everyone deserved a fair trial, so he
consented. John Adams succeeded in getting all eight acquitted of murder.

• Boy Scouts of America --was incorporated on February 8, 1910. About the significance
of “Scout’s honor,” Donald C. Peattie (1943:216) described about his own two sons:
With us, the scout is more beloved than the purely military hero; you
praise a man heartily when you dub him ‘a good scout.’ That means he’ll
stand by you if you are in trouble, and, if it comes to that, he’ll get rubbed
out along [with] you, before he’ll leave you. It means he sees his way
ahead, and will lead those who depend on him. It means he’ll fight it out
only if that’s what it has come to, and fight clean. And for American boys
like mine, there is no pledge more binding than “Scout’s honor.”
• Bunker Hill Battle Monument in Charlestown, MA – On June 17, 1775, the British
colonists (Americans) lost a hard fought battle to the British, largely due to fatal lack of
ammunition on Breed’s Hill in Charleston next to Boston. Said Rhode Islander
Nathanael Greene, following the fight: “I wish [we] could sell them another hill at the
same price.”
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C
• California Gold Rush – 1849-1854, was a major factor that further Americanized the
West, and led to California becoming the 31st state on September 9, 1850.
• California’s Sacramento Valley –
“A relief and population map of the greater Sacramento Valley of
northern California in 1791 would reveal a lush-green, elongated valley,
teeming with 76,000 California Indian people living in the midst of
millions of animals and fish. The valley continued southward 300 miles,
touching the San Francisco Bay delta on the west and continued south to
form the San Joaquin Valley. Tule elk, grizzly bear, and wild cattle
roamed across the valley floor, which was covered with grasses higher
than the height of a man.
“The Sacramento Valley is ringed on three sides by a great
horseshoe of forested mountain ranges –the Coastal Range and jagged
Trinities to the west, the Siskiyou Range to the north, and the rugged
Cascade and Sierra Nevada mountain ranges to the east. ” Burrill 1988:13.
• The California Trail – Jedediah Smith, Thomas Walker, and Jim Bridger were but three
mountain men who helped Americanize the West, especially their involvement over
time regarding the so-named California Trail. Mountain men and fur traders from about
1811 to 1840 learned largely from the American Indian tribes how to cross the mountain
passes. John C. Frémont, for instance, befriended and recruited Chief Truckee and his
brother, Pancho, of the Paiute tribe in 1843-1845 (see Ferol Egan Frémont: Explorer For a
Restless Nation, 1977)
After it was established, the first half of the California Trail followed the same
corridor of networked river valley trails as the Oregon Trail and the Mormon Trail,
namely the valleys of the Platte, North Platte, and Sweetwater rivers to Wyoming.
In today’s Wyoming, Idaho, and Utah, the California and Oregon trails split into
several different trails or cutoffs. By 1847, the two former fur trading forts, Fort Bridger
(est. in 1842), and Fort Hall (British Hudson Bay Company’s fort est. in 1836), marked
the trailheads for the several routes. At Fort Bridger, the Mormon Trail turned
southwest over the Wasatch Mountains to Salt Lake City (first est. in 1847, then still
Republic of Mexico territory).
Once in western Nevada and eastern California, the pioneers worked out several
paths over the rugged Sierra Nevada into the gold fields, settlements and cities of
northern California. Peter Lassen first blazed his Lassen Emigrants’ Trail, arriving in
today’s Vina, California, on October 31, 1848. This trail was heavily used during 1849
and 1850. The Nobles’ Trail, starting in 1851, became the preferred trail. It left the
Applegate and Lassen’s Trail in the Humboldt Sink (Nevada), and traveled west
through today’s Susanville, skirted the ancient Cinder Cone (inside today’s Lassen
Volcanic National Park), and followed today’s Hwy 44 with trail terminus at Old Shasta
City (seven miles south of today’s Redding, California.
The annual Rocky Mountain Rendezvous years on the Green River (Wyoming)
lasted from 1827 to 1840. Getting to and from this annual event, no doubt helped to
perfect the “better” routes.”
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• John C. Campbell Folk School in Brasstown, North Carolina. Founded in 1925.
Original focus has been traditional Appalachian culture - but continues to offer
year-round workshops for adults in wide range of traditional crafts, art,

music, dance, cooking, gardening, nature studies, photography and
writing (Catalog available upon request) The Folk School’s motto, “I sing
behind the plow,” reflects their desire to find joy in our daily lives in a
non-competitive way. Their History Center houses a collection of
handcrafted objects, old document and letter and photographs that
include those of famed photographer Doris Ulmann. Home page website
online available: https://www.folkschool.org

• Census (Federal) Records. Access is free-of-charge and unlimited from any
National Archives facility. Tips for using Census Records, 1790-1840 and for 1850
to 1930. Ways to search Census Records Online available:
http://www.archives.gov/research/census/
• Certificate of Naturalization (I-9 document). It is an identification document issued by
USCIS after an officer has approved the application for naturalization and applicant has
taken Oath of Allegiance; thereby person is bone fide U.S. citizen (see USCIS Policy
Manual).
• Céloron Lead Plaque - This lead plaque was placed at the junction of the Kanawha and
Ohio Rivers in 1749 by Captain Pierre Joseph Céloron de Blainville. Five other plates
were laid along other tributaries of the Ohio River to assert France's claims to all the
lands watered by those rivers. Under its 1609 charter, Virginia claimed those lands, too.
News of the lead plates reached Williamsburg and young George Washington was sent
west to expel the French. This is the only plaque that survives intact (Virginia Historical
Society).
• The Charters of Freedom – They are: (1) Declaration of Independence (2) U.S.
Constitution, and (3) Bill of Rights.
• The “Chop“ - as in “giving the chop sign” by the fans at Atlanta Braves’ baseball
games. The Indian “war club” is sign is used to try to “psych out” opponents. The Chop
did not work against the St. Louis Cardinals, who on May 5, 2014, lost to the Atlanta
Braves, 3 to 4 (observed by this writer on TV in the Best Western Motel in Winnemuccca,
Nevada).
• Cinque (read William A. Owens Black Mutiny: The Revolt On the Schooner Amistad.
1953).
• Civil Rights Movement – It is very crucial for two good reasons why the American
Civil Rights Movement be thoroughly understood by all Americans. Why? (1) in
order to better guarantee everybody’s rights and (2) with that knowledge comes
appreciation for the many sacrifices that have happened to make the USA, one
nation, united and free.
This is another work in progress being made ready for Ch. 4 “The Charters
of Freedom.”
New life for positive change regarding the Race Card in America came from
American baseball. It came after some serious shared preparations a full year prior. But
on April 15, 1947, Jackie Robinson took the field for the Brooklyn Dodgers. Many will
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concur today that the success of desegregating Major-League baseball turned around the
thinking of many Americans people like never before. It was a portend, like a clarion in
the night for the American Civil Rights Movement to commence in earnest in 1954.
The second event –that came to fruition in 1954, was twofold:
(1) the U.S. Supreme Court’s 5 to 4 vote in Brown v. Board of Education, Topeka,
Kansas, which began the desegregation of public schools by largely the vehicles of
forced busing (no pun intended). The plaintiffs alleged that segregation was
unconstitutional under the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.
Overturned was the 1896 landmark US Supreme Court case, Plessy v. Ferguson case,
which sanctified the “separate but equal doctrine” in America.
(2) Also in 1954, the Montgomery, Alabama, Bus Boycott, which introduced the
personalities of Rosa Parks and her young black lawyer, and man of the cloth, the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
There were several other key players who quietly emerged at this time, who
were tenacious workers and who deserve better recognition by historians: Ralph
Abernathy, Julian Bond, James Meredith, Medgar Evers, and John Lewis come to mind
for this researcher.
Two important victories culminating by virtue of this hard-won Movement,
namely the 1964 Civil Rights Act passed by Congress and the 1965 Voting Rights Act
passed by Congress. But a hard question to face in hindsight is did it require the
martyrdom of President John F. Kennedy in 1963, for President Lyndon Baines Johnson
to have enough momentum to get these two Acts passed? President Kennedy made a
turn around about supporting Martin Luther King’s civil rights concerns when King was
in solitary confinement and had written his letter from the Birmingham jail in April,
1963.
This researcher has yet to complete the requisite comprehensive chronology of
events of the American Civil Rights Movement in order to see this large subject largely –
which, frankly cannot happen soon enough in light of recent current events, namely
Trevon Martin case versus George Zimmerman in San Diego (June 7, 2013), Eric
Garner’s death in Brooklyn, New York (July 24, 2014), Michael Brown’s killing in
Ferguson, Missouri (Aug. 9, 2014) and more.
• citizenship (see Naturalization Process ) –Applicants today who are seeking to be
awarded U.S. citizenship are required to take a test on (1) English (2) US history and
Civics/American government (United States Citizenship and Immigration Services
(USCIS) Online availability: http://www.uscis.gov/us-citizenship).
• The Clampters, what members call themselves (see below E. Clampus Vitus)
• Clermont steamer (see Fulton, Robert).
• coconut shell with carved message by JFK (see below PT Boat 109)

12

• Code talkers – Dine-Americans (Navahos) and Akmel O’Odham-Americans (Pimas),
serving in the U.S. Armed Forces, utilized their Dine (Navajo) native tongue for
communication of all top secret military information, which proved crucial to the
winning of the war.
Author Garth Nielsen (2014:2) of The Odyssey of a Spiritual Nomad, wrote:
The Battle for the Pacific could not have been won without the Dine
Code talkers. In fact, this was not a code at all, but a language that was
then encoded. Ironically, the speakers of this language had been beaten
for speaking it as children in Bureau of Indians Affairs (BIA) boarding
schools.
• Cold War – The competition of ideologies mainly between superpowers US capitalism
versus Soviet Union totalitarian socialism from 1946 to 1991, brought the world on
several occasions to the brink of “mutually assured destruction” (MAD) regarding a
nuclear arms race “gone berserk.” Books continue to be written about presidents John F.
Kennedy, Ronald Reagan, George H.W. Bush, and Bill Clinton vis-à-vis what they did
and did not do to keep the world save from possible nuclear destruction. A surprising
turn for many in international affairs, was the bankruptcy and break-up of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics into fifteen sovereign republics on December 26, 1991. It
remains to be seen whether the United States shall remain as the world's only
superpower.
In hindsight, does not the entire world owe an immeasurable gratitude to the
new Soviet leader who emerged, Mikhail Gorbchev? He was the Soviet leader first
introduced the truly liberating policies of perestoika (“reorganization”) and glasnost
(“openness”). When I had the privilege to bring six American students with me on a
visit to the Soviet Union in 1989, thanks to my becoming a Conselor for The American
Council For International Studies based in Boston, Massachusetts), We toured
Leningrad, Kalinin, and Moscow. The Soviet guides we met told us in so many words
that, “With glasnost, you are here at a very special time. You can ask us virtually
anything, where before we could only answer certain subjects ask of us.”
The Soviets in 1979 had ended their involvement in Afghanistan, not unlike
what the United States underwent regarding the Republic of Vietnam in 1975..
Pressures for national independence grew stronger in Eastern Europe, especially Poland
led by their newly elected President Lech Walesa. Mikhail Gorbachev meanwhile
refused to use Soviet troops to bolster the faltering Warsaw Pact member nations as had
occurred in the past. The result in 1989 was a wave of revolutions that peacefully
overthrew all of the Communist regimes of Central and Eastern Europe, with the
Romanian Revolution being the one exception.
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• Collective bargaining – Not until 1933 [1935], with passage by Congress of the
Wagner Act, during President FDR’s New Deal, did American workers have the
right to form labor unions to bargain collectively free from the hammer of being
fired by their employers. Before, when workers went on strike, the nation’s
courts routinely ruled “going on strike” was “a constraint of trade.” The Wagner
Act (led by US Senator Robert Wagner of New York) also set up the National
Labor Relations Board (NLRB) to oversee elections by which workers would
decide which union, if any, would bargain for them.
The Wagner Act changed all of this in the private sector regarding employeremployee relations, except for two exceptions: hospital domestic workers, and
agricultural workers (About the latter, entered the humble and charismatic leader César
Chavéz, who, during 1965-1970, called for a “strike of the families” during the Delano
Grape strike and boycott. Chavéz’s Farm Workers Organizing Committee kept public
attention and pressure on the growers until “contracts” were secured. The unions in the
USA, ever since, refer to the Wagner Act as “Labor’s Magna Carta.”
• Columbia is a historical and poetic name and female image personification for
“the United States of America” (see Figures to come). Since 1886, images of the
Statue of Liberty have pretty much morphed Columbia’s original likeness ever
since.
• The Continental Association –The First Continental Congress on December 1, 1774
created the so-called “Association” for implementing a trade boycott with Great Britain.
It is rightly so called one of “the four great state papers.” The outbreak of the American
Revolutionary War in 1777, trumped the attempt to boycott British goods. Sam Adams
and John Adams were among the signatures representing Massachusetts. George
Washington signed it on behalf of Virgina. Roger Sherman signed for Connecticut.
Indeed, Roger Sherman (Connecticut) was the only person to sign all four great state
papers of the United States.
• The Congress – U.S. House of Representatives (lower house with 435 members) + U.S.
Senate (upper house with 100 seats).
• Congressional Record –required journal (Article 1 Section 5 Clause 3) of what Congress
said and how they voted in order for the people to hold them accountable for their
actions.
• The Continental Congress – The first Continental Congress met in Carpenter’s hall in
Philadelphia, from September 5, to October 26, 1774. Said Congress continued from
1774t o 1781. It was the governing body by which the colonial governments coordinated
their resistance to British rule. The so named “Continental Congress” first came about
when the colonial legislatures were spurred by local pressure groups to empower
delegates to attend a Continental Congress which would establish mutually agreed
upon terms and the means to enforce a boycott, which hopefully would cause
Parliament to back down in taxing the colonists so unfairly. By the time the Continental
Congress met again, war was already underway, and thus the delegates to the Second
Congress formed the Continental Army. Delegate John Adams from Massachusetts
nominated that George Washington as its commander, which was swiftly endorsed by
the Congress. The Second Congress continued to meet until 1781, when the Articles of
Confederation took effect that established a new national government.
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• The “Corn Field” also known as the “Bloodiest Square Mile in America.” Battle of
Sharpsburg aka Battle of Antietam) in Washington County, Maryland. September 17,
1862. That single-day battle was the bloodiest fight in American history, during which
there were a combined 22,717 casualties. The Union had 12,401 casualties with 2,108
dead, while the Confederates had 10,318 with 1,546 dead.
• The Crimson Tide – University of Alabama football team, #1, presently coached by
respected coach Nick Sabine, lost on Jan 1, 2015. to the Ohio State Buckeyes, 35 to 42.
The name "Crimson Tide" dates back to 1907. One year earlier, the football team was
called the “Crimson White” after the school colors. "Crimson Tide" is supposed to have
first been used by former sports editor, Hugh Roberts, of the Birmingham Age-Herald. He
used this moniker in depicting the Alabama-Auburn game played in Birmingham in
1907. The contest was played in a sea of red mud with Auburn favored to win hands
down. But with their uniforms covered with the red mud, the "Thin Red Line" held
Auburn to a 6-6 tie, thus gaining the name "Crimson Tide." Former sports editor Zipp
Newman, with the Birmingham News, probably popularized the name the most of any
writer.
• The Cuban blockade – Thirteen days of extreme crisis in October 1962, happened over
offensive nuclear missiles being installed on the island of Cuba. U-2 photos brought
swiftly before the United Nations, was irrefutable evidence. How both super powers
could save face was the diplomacy that someone worked. How and why the world
survived the Cold War is a phenomenon still being sorted out by historians and political
scientists. The recent PBS program titled “The Bomb” documents, like no other film
documentary, how ludicrous, crazy, and really dangerous the nuclear arms race was
then, and still remains today.

D
• DAR –Daughters of the American Revolution, known also as the Damn Awful
Relatives (Joke).
• Dare, Virginia (see Ch. 5) – First and earliest British European baby born, 1607) in any
British colony in New World.
As for New England, first child born in America of Plymouth colony was Peregrine
White in “late Nov.” 1620, but he was born on the Mayflower anchored near shore,
while Elisabeth (Alden) Pabodie was born in 1623, the first-born “on the soil” of the
Plymouth Colon. She was oldest child of John Alden and Priscilla Mullins (Note:
Elizabeth was sister of Joseph Alden (1628-1696/7).
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peregrine_White
• Dawgs - Hints are football team’s nickname, and how folks pronounce words
differently.
Answer: University of Georgia Bulldogs!
• Day of the Dead (Dia de los Muertos) of Latino-Latina culture history, every October
31st.
• “Day of Infamy” – December 7, 1941 (see USS Arizona) when the Japanese navy and
air force struck the U.S. Navy base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.
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• D-Day (June 6, 1944, arguably ”The best kept secret of the War.” Allied casualties were
at least 10,000, with 4,414 confirmed dead).
• Dead man’s hand (Hint: playing cards) – “Black aces and spades.” The hand “Wild
Bill’ Hickok had when he was killed.
• Delano Grape Strike, 1965-1970 (see Collective Bargaining)
• Declaration of Independence -one of our three Charters of Freedom (Ch. 4).
• The Democratic Party of the United States “is the oldest voter-based political party in
the world” which mean (Jules Witcover, Party of the People: A History of the Democrats,
2003, p. 3). The Democratic Party began in 1832 with Andrew Jackson. This means that
the “Grand Old Party” designated for the Republican Party is a misnomer. The
Democratic Party was the “Second Party System” that replaced the Federalists or “First
Party System” inclusive of George Washington and John Adams.
• DHS –United States Department of Homeland Security, established in 2002, as a result
of “9/11” that led to 22 federal departments being made into one unified President’s
cabinet agency.
• Desire – “I have read,” said Donald Culross Peattie (1943:240):
“It was the first American boat to run the infamous Middle Passage” bringing back
slaves captured in the jungles of Africa.
Peattie added the details that “a Salem [Massachusetts] speculator ordered [it]
built for him in a Marblehead shipyard.” (Peattie 1943:240). Also Desire is vaguely listed
as slave ship’s name (retrieved from Wikipedia on June 16, 2015).
• Dewey Decimal system –System of library classification invented by Melville Dewey
(1851-1931), American librarian and educator. Attended Alfred College (NY) and
Amherst College. He established the standard dimensions for catalog cards, while still a
student at Amherst College in MA. A life-time advocate of spelling reform, he changed
his name, for a time, to “Melvil Dui” and est. Spelling Reform Association in 1886.
Helped found the Lake Placid Club for health resort, and in arrange for the 1932 Winter
Olympics in Lake Placid, New York.
• “Dixie” – the land south of the Mason-Dixon line. Because the slave-state Maryland
sided with the north, “Dixie” began at Virginia’s northern border. Some considered the
son by this name, the Confederate’s national anthem.
• Dodge City – Common word usage today is “getting out of Dodge” in reference to the
famous historic and “wicked town of legends, Dodge City, Kansas. Fort Dodge was
established in 1865, a noted landmark on the Santa Fe Trail, near present Dodge City.
“Kansas has but one Dodge City, with a broad expanse of territory vast
for an empire; we have room for only one Dodge City; Dodge, a synonym
for all that is wild, reckless and violent; Hell on the Plains.’ –A Kansas
newspaper in the 1870s
• Dulcimar –An original American musical instrument aka Mountain dulcimar along
with the traditional banjo and Jew’s harp.
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E
• “An Eagle Over Your Shoulder” – Essay by Richard Burrill, 1983
“On June 20, 1782, the Continental Congress proclaimed the eagle as
official seal of the United States. Unfortunately the description also
nurtured seeds for future discord. Nowhere did it specify which wsy the
eagle’s head was to face. The problem was people saw some eagles facing
the wrong way.” Said essay appears in The Human Almanac: People
Through Time, 1983, pages 222-232.(Copies available: www.ishifacs.com).
• “Earthrise” photograph (Figure to come) taken by Astronaut William A. Anders on
December 24, 1968 aboard Apollo 8. The compelling moment of first witnessing
“Earthrise” continues to inspire human beings to care about Planet Earth. Our home
planet re-appeared upon completing the first of ten orbits around the Moon. At that
moment, the spacecraft was less than 100 miles above the Moon’s surface, while 240,000
miles from home. Anders, James A. Lovell, Jr. and Frank F. Borman II were also the first
human beings in a manned spacecraft that escaped Earth’s orbit.
• E. Clampus Vitus - The Ancient and Honorable Order of E. Clampus Vitus. A Fraternal
organization in the greater United States. This organization's leader is known as
“Supreme Grand Humbug.” Their origins and history are steeped in mystery, myth, and
good humor. Clampers are always decked out in bright red shirts and colorful buttons.
Drinking is part of their celebrating. They fundraise to aid widows, orphans, and the
unfortunate.
• “elastic clause” – is in US Constitution, in Article 1 Section 8, Clause 18, and reads that
Congress shall have power “To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper . . . .”
• The [American] Electoral College – 12th Amendment (1804) replaced the original
paragraph, Article II, Section 1, Clause 2. The number of electoral votes each state has is
equal to the number of its senators and representatives added together.
Since the passage of the 23rd Amendment in 1961, the total number of electoral
votes for electing the President and Vice President remains 538, of which the required
majority is 269 + 1 = +270.

• Elephant, as in “Have you seen the elephant”? – was asked by emigrants
traveling westward when experiencing severe deprivations, enough that they
usually gave up their trek westward to save themselves.
• elephant, as equals Republican Party – Political cartoonist Thomas Nast’s
creation for such stuck symbolizing “big, wealthy captains of industry” circa 1886, while
“donkey equals Democratic Party started circa 1837 from Andrew Jackson’s era that
supported primarily “yeoman or independent small farmers.” In 1837, labor unions
were pretty much non-existent. Contrary to popular belief, Thomas Nast (1840-1902) did
not create the Democratic donkey, nor Uncle Sam. But Nast did further popularize these
symbols through his artwork in Harper’s Weekly.
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• The Emancipation Proclamation:
President Lincoln saw a rare opportunity as a result of the bloody September 17,
1862 event of Antietam that was really more of a draw than a Union victory. Lincoln
knew there had to be a moral issue involved in the war effort to keep the Union fighting
much longer, at such a high price in lives. Ending slavery would be that moral cause.
Using the horrific statistics of more lives lost at Antietam, he sized upon the sentiments
of many people north and south.
On September 23, 1862. President Lincoln undertook an executive action, which
today is called the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation. Lincoln warned that on
January 1, 1863, anyone held as a slave in any state or part of a state where the people
were “in rebellion against the United States, shall be then, thenceforth, and forever free.”
Lincoln’s warning did not free a single slave. When January 1st arrived, Lincoln
issued the official Emancipation Proclamation, also as his executive action that went into
effect.
Reactions at first were mixed. It threatened some Southerners, of course, who
owned slaves. The cotton industry depended on the intensive labor of their slaves to
make profits. Many of his own Union soldiers “were displeased because they wanted to
fight only for the Union” (Boorstin and Kelley 1986:289). Abolitionists were delighted –
though they likely regretted that Lincoln had not freed the slaves everywhere in the
north.
We recall in the 1860 election that Lincoln’s Republican Party’s platform called
for prohibiting slavery in the western territories. Kansas remained a territory until the
withdrawal of the southern members of Congress on the eve of the Civil War. On
January 29, 1861, Kansas was finally admitted as a free state (Boorstin and Kelley
1986:264). Lincoln would be the first to admit that he called for 75,000 volunteers to help
put down the Rebellion. He got plenty of volunteer sign-up for that. And the war was
on. But at what cost? Most important now was to bargain to stop the war and the high
violence. Lincoln thought he spoke for the nation. In so many words, Lincoln sent his
proclamation to President Jefferson Davis of the Confederacy and to the major
newspaper editors in the north and the south. “I promise as President of the United
States that if you stop fighting and being in Rebellion on or before January 1, 1863, you
may keep slavery in the South. But here is the deal. If you keep fighting against us after
January 1, 1863, any and all slaves you have shall be freed when we defeat you.”
When the Union forces marched to Gettysburg, the issue of ending the Rebellion
was still paramount. But ridding the south’s slavery institution, like it or not, was now
also in the cards. Some of the enthusiasm for abolishing slavery was potentially in the
hearts and minds of the Union soldiers at Gettysburg.
The Union victory at Gettysburg marked the high water mark for the
Confederacy. It was down hill for the south, save for Lee’s victory at the Cold Harbor
fight in June, 1864. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia was in retreat. Vicksburg that had
closed off Union access to the Mississippi River capitulated on July 4th, the day after the
Union victory at Gettysburg.
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• English language word spelling changes after 1776:
“defence” for “defense,” “chuse” for “choose,” “chusing” for
“choosing,” “behaviour” for “behavior,” “encreased” for “increased”,
”offences” for “offenses,” “labour” for “labor.”
Suggested reading: MacNeil, Robert, Robert McCrum and William
Cran. The History Of the English Language, 1986. New York: Elisabeth
Sifton Press –Viking.
• Enola Gay – The name of the B-29 Superfortress bomber that became the first to drop
an atomic bomb, doing so on Hiroshima, Japan, on August 6, 1945. Named for Enola
Gay Tibbets, the mother of the pilot, Colonel Paul Tibbits.
Some 70,000–80,000 people, or some 30% of the city's population, were killed by
the blast and resultant firestorm and another 70,000 injured. Out of those killed, 20,000
were soldiers (Source: “Efforts and Results, “Harry S. Truman Library & Museum. US
Strategic Bombing Survey: The Effects of the Atomic Bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, June 19, 1946. President’s Secretary’s File, page 37. Truman Papers).
Predicted high sacrifices to defeat Japan: A study done for Secretary of War Henry
Stimson’s staff by William Shockley estimated that conquering Japan would cost 1.7–4
million American casualties, including 400,000–800,000 fatalities, and five to ten million
Japanese fatalities.
• E. Pluribus Unum – Latin meaning “One out of many. On June 20, 1782, the
Continental Congress proclaimed?? Voted? the American eagle as official seal of the
United States. The seal --today referred to as the Great Seal—came with specific
instructions, one of which was that said “American eagle” holds “in his beak a scroll
inscribed with this motto, E Pluribus Unum.” (see below Great Seal of the United States).
• “Evacuation Day” - March 17, 1776, when seeing their position indefensible, 11,000
British troops led by General Howe, and some 1,000 Loyalists, departed Boston by ship
• Executive branch – President’s branch to enforce the laws (see Article II of U.S.
Constitution).

F
• “a Fahrenheit 451 world” – Implications of government involvement to control our
various technologies, is the major concern that science fiction writer Ray Bradberry
addresses in his book, Fahrenheit 451, published in 1953:
Set in the twenty-fourth century, Fahrenheit 451 introduces a new
world in which control of the masses by the media, overpopulation, and
censorship has taken over the general population. The individual is not
accepted and the intellectual is considered an outlaw. Television has
replaced the common perception of family. The fireman is now seen as a
flamethrower, a destroyer of books rather than an insurance against fire.
Books are considered evil because they make people question and think.
The people live in a world with no reminders of history or appreciation of
the past; the population receives the present from television.
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• The Fall season - A US English term, remains one of our country’s most wondrous
natural gifts. Appreciation for such was eloquently described by American author,
botanist, and naturalist Donald C. Peattie (1898-1964) and by British anti-slavery and
American manners novelist Frances Trollope. Donald Peattie (1943:237-238) wrote:
From the first, the settlers in this new-found land saw that autumn
was our crowning season. So they gave a new name to it –the name of
fall. To English ears, “I’m told, this Americanism sounds unpoetic, almost
illiterate. To our ancestors the fall of the leaves, in the close-pressing
menace of the primeval forest, meant a long view through the woods,
where the Indian could no longer ambush, and the leaping buck and
strutting wild turkey were clear on the sights of the rifle at last. So they
called it fall, let Oxford sigh as it might, and they learned that fall was the
time of all times for pressing westward, in those annual growth rings by
which our country expanded. For the flood waters of spring were down,
and there was dry ground for the creaking wheels of the wagons. . . .
Now this national feeling that autumn belongs to America is not
just a provincial fancy. If there is one thing on which European observers
are agreed to yield the honors to a country which they view askance in so
many things, it is the way that Nature does up autumn on the North
American continent.
Novelist Frances Trollope (1779-1863), who wrote Domestic Manners of the
Americans, for which she is arguably best remembered, also wrote these words about the
“autumn” colors in Maryland (Note that “autumn” is a British English term):
Our autumn walks were delightful . . . . The trees took a coloring
which in richness, brilliance, and variety, exceeds all description. I think it
is the maple or sugar-tree that first sprinkles the forest with rich crimson;
the beech follows, with all its harmony of golden tints, from pale yellow
up to brightest orange. The dogwood gives almost the purples color of
the mulberry; the chestnut softens all with its frequent mass of brown . . .
. The colors are in reality extremely brilliant, but the medium through
which they are seen increases the effect surprisingly. Of all the points in
which America has the advantage of England, the one I felt most sensibly
was the clearness and the brightness of the atmosphere. By day and by
night this exquisite purity of air gives tenfold beauty to every object.

• Farm Workers Organizing Committee - César Chavéz (see Figure to come)
called for a “strike of the families” during the Delano Grape strike and boycott,
1965-1970 (see also Collective bargaining).
• Federal Bureau of Investigation – The FBI is the nation’s prime federal law
enforcement organization. FBI headquarters is located in Washington, D.C. Its current
name has been such since 1935, before called the Bureau of Investigation, which started
in 1908.
Throughout its history, the FBI has been the subject of a number of controversial
and beguiling cases, both at home and abroad, including files kept on US citizens, covert
operations on political groups, and more. Investigator Taylor Branch’s trilogy of books
about the FBI’s ill-treatment towards the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is but one case
in point (see Bibliography). In 2001, special agent Robert Hanssen of the FBI was
arrested and sentenced to life imprisonment for spying for the Soviet Union then Russia
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starting in 1979. In 2005, and breaking a silence of 30 years, former FBI official W. Mark
Felt stepped forward as “Deep throat,” the secret Washington Post source during the
Watergate scandal, which helped cause President Richard Nixon’s resignation from
office.
In 1924, President Calvin Coolidge appointed J. Edgar Hoover the Director of the
FBI. He served as Director until his death in 1972. However, in 1968, Congress passed
legislation as part of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act, that specifies a 10year limit, a maximum of two 5-year terms, for future FBI Directors, as well as requiring
Senate confirmation of appointees. In 2013, President Barack Obama appointed James B.
Comey as the next Director of the FBI, the seventh in its history. His term ends in 2023.
• The Federalist Papers -Consist of the eighty-five letters written and published in
newspapers in 1787 and 1788, urging for ratification of the U.S. Constitution by at least
nine of the thirteen states. The letters argued that the proposed system would preserve
the Union and empower the federal government to act firmly and coherently in the
national interest. Statesmen Alexander Hamilton, James Madison and John Jay weighed
in with their essays. Publius” was their pseudonym used James B. Comey, the current
FBI Director..

• “The First American”? –Surely a predecessor of today’s American Indians predates by
at least some 15,000 years any and all Euro-American arrivals. Researcher and author H.
W. Brands, in his work titled The First American: The Life and Times of Benjamin Franklin,
2010, casts his vote for that man of mostly Philadelphia, Pennsylvania fame. Brands
(2010:390) writes:
Benjamin Franklin earned the title of "The First American" for his early and
indefatigable campaigning for colonial unity; as an author and spokesman in London for
several colonies, then as the first United States Ambassador to France, he exemplified
the emerging American nation. Franklin was foundational in defining the American
ethos as a marriage of the practical values of thrift, hard work, education, community
spirit, self-governing institutions, and opposition to authoritarianism both political and
religious, with the scientific and tolerant values of the Enlightenment (Underscore
compiler’s).
In the words of historian Henry Steele Commager, "In Franklin could be merged
the virtues of Puritanism without its defects, the illumination of the Enlightenment
without its heat." To biography Walter Isaacson (2003:491-492) of Benjamin Franklin, this
makes Franklin "the most accomplished American of his age and the most influential in
inventing the type of society America would become."
Author/Historian Jill LePore has published, Book of Ages: The Life and Opinions of
Jane Franklin. New York, New York: Knopf Doubleday Publishing Group
• “Five Nations” and “Six Nations” --"Iroquois Confederacy", and to the English as the
"Five Nations" (before 1722) and later as the "Six Nations", comprising the Mohawk,
Onondaga, Oneida, Cayuga, Seneca, and Tuscarora nations.

21

• Fables and Folklore (American).
Johnny Appleseed
Big Foot sightings (capital is Willow Creek, CA)
Paul Bunyan and Babe, his Blue Ox
Legend of Sleepy Hollow by Washington Irving
Lone Ranger and Tonto
(see legends and urban legends)
See American folklore book series by B. A. Botkin
• Folk Art (see American Folk Art Museum, John C. Campbell Folk School, American
fashions or vogues over time)
• The forward pass in American football – Football lore traces the transformation of the
game from a sheer pushing match between linemen to the use of a forward pass by a
Wesleyan University team against Yale in 1906. --Daniel Boorstin 1973:406.
• “Four score and seven years ago . . . .” – The first six words of President Lincoln’s
speech at Gettysburg on November 19, 1863, whereby Lincoln was doing more good
history by connecting the dots. Lincoln did so by doing the numbers (i.e., 4 x 20 years +7
years = 80 + 7 = 87. So today’s year, 1863, take away 87 = 1776). Lincoln was reminding
his audience on the Gettysburg battle field that eighty-seven years ago --in 1776-- our
founders brought forth in North America, “a new nation, conceived in liberty, and
dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.”
• Fourth of July – The officially designated national holiday in celebration of the fifty-six
“Signers of Declaration of Independence” in 1776. When shall be the USA’s 250th
birthday? Ans: On July 4, 2026.
However, if truth be told, according to David McCullough (2001:136-138) in his Pulitzer
Prize for Biography, John Adams, on July 2, 1776, twelve colonies voted in the affirmative
[to end political ties with Great Britain, the mother country of the thirteen colonies],
while New York abstained. Again John Dickinson was absent. On July 4, 1776,
discussion of the declaration continued through the AM until about eleven o’clock,
when debate was closed and the vote taken. Congress ordered that the document be
authenticated and printed. But it would be another month before the engrossed copy
was signed by the delegates.
For now, on July 4th, only the “President” at the time of the Second Continental
Congress, John Hancock, and the Secretary of the same Second Continental Congress,
Charles Thompson, fixed their signatures. Fifty more signed said document on August
2, 1776. Four more signed a little later. Another signed in November. The 56th signer,
Thomas McKean of Delaware, signed in January, 1777.
Thomas Jefferson is credited as the primary writer of the Declaration of Independence,
although it was heavily edited by John Adams and others. The spirit of this Charter of
Freedom document includes the sentence, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that
all men are created free and equal.” This is largely why Americans celebrate July 4,
1776. It is the birth day of our country, the U.S.A., as an independent or sovereign
country. The outcomes of the American Revolution and the War of 1812 are partly why
our country continues to strive freely (with independence) to this day.
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• Forty-two – Forty-two is the only number retired by all of baseball in honor of major
league player Jackie Roosevelt Robinson of African-American heritage.
• Franklin, Benjamin (see “The First American”)
• F. & A. M. – Free and Accepted Masons, the fraternal organization that date back to
the stonemasons’ guild in medieval fourteenth century Europe. The earliest known
American Masonic “lodges” were in Pennsylvania.
• freedoms (see capitalism that is characterized by a “free market” and includes
advocates of “free trade”; The Charters of Freedom, three in number; civil disobedience
as defined by Thoreau, Gandhi, and King; democracy or republic and democratic
guarantees and institutions; equity rules or customs based on general principles of fair
play rather than on common law or statutory laws; degrees of socialism inclusive of
workers’ rights such as collective bargaining. Note: About socialism, there are many
varieties, just as some monarchies are also democracies, such as Britain and Denmark
and others who are actually governed by Parliaments i. e., constitutionally monarchies,
e.g., Norway, Sweden, The Netherlands, Belgium and Spain).
Fulton, Robert, inventor of the steamer Clermont, the USA’s first steamboat with its first
successful voyage on August 17, 1807up the Hudson River from New York City to
Albany (see Five most famous steamers in US History, Ch. 9 Technologies.)

G
• G.A.R. – Grand Army of the Republic. Their famous Hall with museum still stands in
Peninsula, Ohio
[Online]: Available. http://www.peninsulahistory.org/gar-hall/history/

• “Geronimo!” – The call of warrior spirit and symbol of Native American resistance.
Geronimo was Chiricahua Apache. He rejected U.S. efforts to settle his people on
reservations, while they were denounced as murderous renegades by angry Whites.
Hunted by U.S. soldiers and Apache scouts, he was finally persuaded to surrender in
1886. He rode in President Theodore Roosevelt’s inaugural parade in 1905. Despite his
notoriety, the old warrior was never allowed to return to his tribal homeland. He died a
prisoner of war at Fort Sill, Oklahoma in 1909.
In 1943, during WW II, author Donald C. Peattie wrote:
“Today, ‘Geronimo!’ is the exultant war-cry of the American
paratroopers when they jump. . . The Indians were the inventors of what
we now call commando fighting . . . .”(Peattie 1943:217).
In 2011, “Geronimo” was the code name in Pakistan the special forces team
agreed among themselves to use if and when Osama bin Laden was found. Upon
finding and shooting dead Osama bin Laden, the SEAL reported on radio, “For God and
Country-- -- Geronimo, Geronimo, Geronimo.” After a pause he added, “Geronimo,
E.K.I.A. –“enemy killed in action.”(Online: Nicholas Schmidle “Getting Bin Laden: What
Happened That Night In Abbottabad” The New Yorker Magazine, August 8, 2011 issue.)
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• Girls Scouting – Established in 1912 by Juliette “Daisy” Gordon Low in Savannah,
Georgia. Part of her inspiration came from meeting Englishman Robert Baden-Powell in
London in 1911, who had started Scouting in Great Britain in 1907.
• Gloucester’s Fisherman Memorial is but one historic site of the Maritime History of
Massachusetts (Online available: http://www.nps.gov/nr/travel/maritime/intro.htm).
It is a fact that thousands of fisherman have been lost at sea since 1700. In 1879 alone, 249
fishermen and 29 vessels were lost during a terrible storm.
John Adams in September 1783 played a major role at the Treaty of Paris in
championing that American fishermen had their fishing “rights” or “liberty” on the
Grand Banks off Newfoundland for the sacred codfish. Adams convincingly argued:
“How could we restrain our fisherman, the boldest men alive, from fishing in prohibited
places?” (McCullough 2001:281-283).
• “Graceland” (2) – Elvis Presley’s stately colonial revival-style mansion in Memphis,
TN. For many, the Elvis Presley mansion embodies the American Dream - a poor small
town boy who reached super stardom and changed pop culture and the world forever.
Other than his daughter and his music, Graceland was probably Elvis' greatest pride
and joy. For fans of Elvis Presley, Graceland is the ultimate pilgrimage. Read lyrics and
song titled “Graceland” by Paul Simon, 1986.
• G.O.P. - “Grand Old Party” which refers to the Republican Party. The nickname of the
Republican Party didn't get attached to it until 1888. Previously, the nickname had been
used by Southern Democrats. After the Republicans won back the Presidency and
Congress for the first time since the Grant administration, the Chicago Tribune
proclaimed: "Let us be thankful that under the rule of the Grand Old Party ... these
United States will resume the onward and upward march which the election of Grover
Cleveland in 1884 partially arrested.”(Online:
http://www.ushistory.org/gop/origins.htm
• Great Seal of the United States – On June 20, 1782, the Continental Congress
proclaimed by vote?? the official seal of the United States as:
Arms. Paleways of thirteen pieces, argent and gules; a chief, azure; the
escutcheon on the breast of the American eagle displayed proper, holding
in his dexter talon an olive branch, and in his sinister a bundle of thirteen
arrows, all proper, and in his beak a scroll inscribed with this motto, “E
Pluribus Unum.”
The Great Seal was cast in 1782, 1841, 1877, and 1904. The American eagle’s head
has consistently faced dexter, toward the olive branch in all four castings.
• Green Card (see above Alien Registration Card) .
• Green Peace – Their bible is Warriors of the Rainbow by William Willoya and Vinson
Brown.
• Gringo –Spanish language term south of the border; gibberish spoken by foreigners,
which derives the name from the “gringos” who talk it (Dictionary of American Slang,
504)
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• Harmony (see New Harmony).
• Harrodsburg, Kentucky –The oldest town (est. 1774) in Kentucky Territory, the first
permanent English settlement west of the Allegheny mountains. Referred to as the
"Birthplace of the West." The Kentucky Territory became a state in 1792.
• hearsay – Second hand information that may be loaded with more rumor than fact.
Hearsay stories may include clues, but require more testing.
• Hodgenville, Kentucky – A reconstructed cabin on Sinking Spring Farm near today’s
Hodgenville, Kentucky, is where Thomas Lincoln and Nancy (née Hanks) Lincoln lived.
Their first son was Abraham Lincoln born to them there on February 12, 1809. Thomas
and Nancy were already the parents of Sarah, a two-year old daughter.
• “Hill of Cumorah” in Manchester, New York – sacred site to Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints’ Book of Mormons teachings. On this hill, Joseph Smith discovered the
golden plate. Smith wrote: "On the west side of this hill, not far from the top, under a
stone of considerable size, lay the plates, deposited in a stone box.”
Smith’s early farm is nearby in Palmyra, Ontario County, NY. Smith visited this
hill every September 22 from 1823 to 1827. The golden plates contained the writings of
the Book of Mormon.
• Hiroshima - One of two cities in Japan where the US dropped a nuclear (atomic) bomb
on August 6, 1945. One year later, the report by journalist John Hershey was published
in The New Yorker magazine. After going to Japan and interviewing survivors, John
Hersey (1914-1993) decided to show the bombing through six pairs of eyes. Originally,
“Hiroshima” was planned as a four-part series in The New Yorker magazine. In the end,
however, it was all published in a single issue, August 31, 1946. It begins with 1-A “A
Noiseless Flash.” The essay’s impact was immediate. Parts of it were excerpted in
newspapers world-wide. It was also read in its entirety on radio. Hersey was awarded
the Pulitzer Prize. (A must read is John Hershey’s 1946 landmark report Hiroshima on
the bombing and its aftermath, now available online:
<http://www.newyorker.com/books/double-take/john-herseys-hiroshima-nowonline>)
• hypothesis – an educated guess. Hypotheses are also called test questions.
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• idiom – A common expression or traditional way of saying something. Ten idioms
commonly used and understood in conversation by native English speakers in the
United States are:
Straight from the horse’s mouth.
Give someone a song and dance,
Wing it.
Buy something for a song.
Hit the nail on the head.
Pass the buck.
Shoot the breeze.
Spill the beans
String someone along.
Best to hold one’s tongue.
• Independence Day - The anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration of
Independence. It is celebrated every July 4th.
• Independence Hall – Name for the building today in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, that
was the Pennsylvania State House. Independence Hall is rightly called the nation’s
“birthplaee” (also called the “baby cradle” of the nation. The Declaration of
Independence and U.S. Constitution were both debated and signed inside this building.
The Pennsylvania legislature loaned their Assembly Room out for the meetings of the
Second Continental Congress and later, the Constitutional Convention. Here, George
Washington was appointed Commander in Chief of the Continental Army in 1775, the
Articles of Confederation were adopted in 1781, and Benjamin Franklin gazed upon the
“Rising Sun” chair in 1787 (Note: This original chair is still extant and on exhibit inside
Independence Hall).
Also, in Independence Hall, the bell now known as the Liberty Bell, rang in its
tower for eleven most special occasions (see below “Liberty Bell” for what the special
occasions were).
• Induction / Inductive reasoning – A process of thinking critically that moves from
specific instances to predict general principles. The opposite is called deduction or
deductive reasoning from general principles to predict specific instances.
Early on in life, John Adams “was fired by an inexhaustible love of books and
scholarly reflection”(McCullough 2011:19) About John Adams, his Philadelphia friend
Benjamin Rush said, “He saw the whole of a subject from a glance”(McCullough
2001:20).
Upon reading the writings of Cicero, Tacitus, Plato, Thucydides, Shakespeare,
Jonathan Swift, Cervantes, and many others, John Adams inducted and deducted deeply
what is the “labyrinth of human nature.”
• Inference – In Logic, the deriving on one idea from another. Inference can proceed
through either induction or deduction.
• In vino veritas – A Latin phrase suggesting that people are more likely to say what they
really feel under the influence of alcohol. It means “There is truth in wine.”
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• Jackie Robinson Day - Jackie Robinson, the man who wore baseball uniform Number 42
changed the way Americans thought about African-American ethnicity. Jackie Robinson took the
field for the Brooklyn Dodgers on Opening Day, April 15, 1947. More than sixty years of racial
segregation in major-league baseball came to an end on that day. On April 15, 2004, was the first
time the Major Leagues initiated Jackie Robinson Day to commemorate and honor the man. The
gala is celebrated at the ballparks by Major League team players. On that day, every player,
coach, and managers on both teams, and the umpires, wear #42 on their jerseys.
There is more here in the Jackie Robinson story about what film-documentarian and
historian Ken Burns said: “You don’t know Americans unless you know baseball. This
connection makes real sense when Jackie Robinson’s humble beginnings are reviewed in
conjunction with baseball’s great schemer, Mr. Branch Rickey, who was also manager and owner
of several baseball teams. They were two ships passing in the night prior to 1947. But both
stopped and agreed to enter the same harbor. Together they made a gentlemen’s agreement, and
played truly one of the most significant and courageous games for human equality and dignity in
US history (read Burrill essay to come “Number 42: Why We Celebrate Jackie Robinson”).
• Jim Crow laws – metaphor for laws that put “those black birds” back in their
subordinate place again. Southern state laws that separated the Negro from Whites. e.g.,
blacks and Mexican can swim in the public swimming pools on Thursdays only.” The
Blacks cannot serve on juries, etc. Negroes in theatres must seat in the peanut galleries or
sit at the back of buses.
• “John Brown’s Body” - A song of the Civil War that pays respect to the martyred
Abolitionist John Brown. It begins, “John Brown’s body lies a-moldering in the grave.”
• Judicial branch – Judges and courts that interpret the laws. Article III of U.S.
Constitution (see U.S. Supreme Court).
• Juneteenth - It was on June 19, 1865, that the Union soldiers, led by Major General
Gordon Granger, landed at Galveston, Texas with news that the war had ended and that
the enslaved were now free. Note that this was two and a half years after President
Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation - which had become official January 1, 1863. The
Emancipation Proclamation had little impact on the Texans due to the minimal number
of Union troops to enforce the new Executive Order. However, with the surrender of
General Lee in April of 1865, and the arrival of General Granger’s regiment, the forces
were finally strong enough to influence and overcome the resistance. One of General
Granger’s first orders of business was to read to the people of Texas, General Order
Number 3 which began most significantly with:
“The people of Texas are informed that in accordance with a
Proclamation from the United States, all slaves are free. This involves an
absolute equality of rights of property between former masters and
slaves, and the connection heretofore existing between them becomes that
between employer and free laborer.”
• jus soli (“justice of the soil”) – the justice that grants any person born “on the soil”
American citizenship no questions asked.
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• Kentucky –“To Americans themselves, Kentucky was forbidden ground.” By the
British Parliament’s Quebec Act [in 1774], it was reclaimed by the King of England,
south to the Ohio River. The area of Kentucky proper “was known by the Native people
as Caintuck, which translates, “Among-the-Meadows” (Peattie 1943:101-103).
But ex-judge Richard Henderson had what promoters called vision about his
Transylvania (literally “Across-Pennsylvania”), argued to become the biggest land deal
in U.S. history. Henderson worked with Dan Boone, who “believed himself divinely
appointed to guide the settlers forth.” March 10, 1775, marks the first axe-swing to blaze
the “Wilderness Trail” up the Shenandoah Valley. The rest is more American history.
“Kentucky, the child of Virginia and North Carolina, became the mother of
Missouri, southern Illinois, southern Indiana. The finest volunteers on the Lewis and
Clark expedition were the Kentucky men. Kentuckians became, by growing just a little
taller in their boots, the Mountain Men of the Rockies. Kit Carson was born near
Boonesborough in 1809. In that same year, near [Hodgenville], was born Abraham
Lincoln.” (Pattie 1943:136)
• “King of Rock and Roll – Elvis Presley. Born January 8, 1935 –August 16, 1977.
(Testimony to come is Presley’s “Polk salad and growing up in the South”).
• King’s assassination - Rev. Martin Luther King Junior’s assassination --occurred in
Memphis, Tennessee, on March 4, 1968. King was only 39 years old when he was struck
down by James Earl Ray.
• “Kilroy was here”- As a joke, U.S. servicemen during World War II began placing the
graffiti “Kilroy was here,”wherever they landed in a new location, claiming it
was already there when they arrived. Kilroy became the U.S. super-GI who had
always "already been" wherever GIs went! (Note: Kilroy’s real I.D. has been unveiled).

L
• Land-Grant College Act – Congress’s Morrill Act (1862) funded sixty-nine colleges
throughout the United States, such as Cornell University (Ithaca, NY) and the University
of California (now 9 campuses, plus UCSF).
• Legislative Branch - At the federal level (see Article I of U.S. Constitution), it is
the bi-cameral Congress who makes the laws, that is to say the U.S. House of
Representatives (with its 435 seats) and the U.S. Senate (with its 100 seats).
• Lemhi Pass – Continental Divide at 7,373 feet. Marked the western border of the
United States from 1803 (Louisiana Purchase) until the Oregon Treaty in 1846. On
August 12, 1805, Meriwether Lewis and three other members of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition crossed here. It was the fist time that white men had seen present-day Idaho.
Fort Lemhi, founded in 1855 by Mormon missionaries, were the first non-Indians to
establish a sustained friendship with the Salmon River tribe. This “North Pass” (as
opposed to South Pass, was aka “Blackfoot route”).
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• “Liberty Bell” – is truly one of the hallowed objects of the USA. This bell rang in the
Pennsylvania State House building (renamed Independence Hall ) for nine very special
occasions (see below). Donald C. Peattie (1943:16-20) fittingly explained why the Liberty
Bell commands such respect:
For the Liberty Bell is almost a person, it is a personality, irreplaceable
and immortal, a hero that was born in our greatest hour, lived through
our glorious youth, moved, retreated, advanced, spoke, sang, shouted,
fought and fell, in the line of duty, silent after eighty-three years of glory .
. . . It is the one bell in the country, in the world perhaps, in whose
presence every man takes of his hat.
Repeated, with some editing, are Donald C. Peattie’s overall sketch of the
Liberty Bell’s early history, and his interesting list of eleven special occasions in
history when the bell was rung that he gleaned when he visited this relic on
display in Philadelphia in about 1942:
So there it was! It hung portentous from its beam of solid hand-hewn
black walnut, its shattered frame clinging together by a fragile and evernarrowing isthmus of ancient metal, its great tongue still.
Size: Twelve feet in circumference around the lip and seven feet six inches
around the crown; the metal itself is three inched thick at the lip, and the clapper
is three feet and two inches long.
Weight: 2,080 pounds
Blazoned around its crown are these words chosen from the Hebrew
Bible’s Old Testament Book of Leviticus, Chapter 25:
“PROCLAIM LIBERTY THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND AND UNTO ALL
THE INHABITANTS THEREOF.”
This inscription was the brainchild of Isaac Norris of the Assembly of the
colony of Pennsylvania, as early as 1751. Norris was named chairman of the
committee appointed by the state’s Assembly to get them a bell from Londontown, for Philadelphia. . . . . It came from Lister, the most famous bell-founder of
England. But when the bell was hung in 1752, it broke at the first stroke of the
clapper! It was defective.
What to do? They hired a local bellcaster . . . to break the bell and melt
and remould it. They had to actually do this again for a third time so that it rang
fine. [But everyone knew that their flawed bell’s life-span would be short-lived.
The Liberty Bell rang in Philadelphia [for these nine special occasions]:
1 On April 19, 1775 when the news arrived that the Redcoats had been
routed at Concord back to British occupied Boston.
2 On July 8 when the Declaration was read aloud to the people for the
first time by Colonel John Nixon in front of Independence Hall.
It had to be secreted away in September of 1777, because it became
apparent that the British were going to take Philadelphia, so the Continental
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Congress ordered the Bell removed. It was smuggled to safety at Allentown, and
secretly buried under the floor of the Zion Reformed Church. . . . .
3 But it was back in place in 1781 to clang joy for the surrender of Cornwallis at
Yorktown.
4 From then on it was seldom still. It rang, muffed, for the death of George
Washington in 1799.
5 It bellowed forth the election of Jefferson.
6 & 7 It mourned for the death of Alexander Hamilton, and rejoiced in the visit of
Lafayette.
8 On July 4, 1826, while Jefferson and Adams were both dying, it pealed forth the
fiftieth anniversary of the Declaration of Independence.
9 In 1832, the Bell mourned the passing of Charles Carroll of Carrollton, the last
living signer of the Declaration.
10 Next it tolled for the death of Lafayette.
11 And then, in 1835, on July 8, the precise anniversary of the date when
it had proclaimed liberty through the land, as the Bell was tolling, muffled, for
the death of Chief Justice John Marshall –suddenly, it cracked. Never to be heard
in this world again.
[Bravo! Donald C. Peattie for all your good research on the Liberty Bell!]

• Liberty Tree - was a large elm tree in Old Boston that stood in a deacon’s yard, SE
from Boston Common one block on Essex, La Orange, and Washington streets, now of
Boston’s Chinatown. The mighty elm was an early gathering spot for townspeople.
A protest in 1765 against British Parliament’s Stamp Act began under its branches,
which marked the formation of the “True Sons of Liberty” who, in turn, named the tree
the “Liberty Tree,” a symbolic shrine to the natural, God-given rights of man. The Stamp
Master Andrew Oliver of Massachusetts Bay was forced to resign at the tree. In August
1775, during the second Boston occupation, some British regulars cut down the tree,
apparently for the pragmatic need of future fuel.
(Figure To Come) Stamp Act Protest at the “Liberty Tree.” Shown hanging is (left) an
effigy of the unpopular stamp master and (right) a boot representing the despised Earle
of Bute, John Stuart, the leading proponent behind Parliament’s taxation scheme.
• Long Island Express –The 1938 Hurricane that hit Providence, Rhode Island, causing
over 600 deaths.
• LPR – Lawful Permanent Resident (see below Naturalization requirements).
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• majority rule – 50% + 1. One of the key elements of democracy is use of
majority rule for decision-making for the common good. Henry David Thoreau’s
profound and pedagogical reminder addresses the tyranny of the majority. In
Thoreau’s 1849 essay “On the Duty of Civil Disobedience,” he wrote:
“Moreover, any man more right than his neighbors, constitutes a
majority of one already.”
Thoreau admonished:
“If a man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is
because he hears a different drummer. Let him stop to the music however
measured or far away”
• “March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom” – On August 28, 1963, 250,000 people
gathered at the Lincoln Memorial at the west end of the National Mall (see map to
come). Two most remembered speeches came from John Lewis, leader of the Students
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, and the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
John Lewis: “For those who have said, ‘Be patient and wait,’ we must say
patience is a dirty and nasty word. We cannot be patient, we do not want to be free
gradually. We want our freedom, and we want it now.”
Martin Luther King said they were there “to cash a check for life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness.” He admonished all protesters not to allow our creative protest to
degenerate into physical violence. Again and again, King stressed, “We must rise to the
majestic heights of meeting physical force with soul force.”
But then King departed from his prepared script, shifting into the “I have a
dream” theme he had used on prior occasions, drawing on both “the American dream”
and religious themes, speaking of an America where his “children will not be judged by
the color of their skin but by the content of their character.” He followed this with an
exhortation “to let freedom ring across the nation.” King concluded with:
And when this happens, when we allow freedom to ring, when we let
it ring from every village and every state and every city, we will be able
to speed up that day when all of God’s children, black men and white
men, Jews and gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join
hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual, ‘Free at last, free
at last. Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!’
• Mason-Dixon Line – The boundary line between Pennsylvania and Maryland
determined by two English surveyors in 1767, Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixon. After
Pennsylvania abolished slavery in 1781, the western part of this line and the Ohio River
became a border between free and slave states, all important destinations for Harriet
Tubman’s led Underground Railroad to freedom. Maryland remained a slave state until
the Civil War broke out in 1861, when Northerners arrived and flushed out any and all
secessionist elements there.
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• Mayflower – Ship that in 1620 brought 102 English passengers (half were Pilgrims or
Separatists, half were adventurer merchants) from England to today’s Plymouth,
Massachusetts.
• McGuffey’s Readers – A series of books, as early as 1830s and still used by some schools
today, prepared principally by William H. McGuffey, a Midwestern teacher, and
designed to teach reading to schoolchildren.
• Monticello - was the primary plantation of Thomas Jefferson, the third President of the
United States under the U.S. Constitution, located just outside Charlottesville, Virginia.
After inheriting quite a large amount of land from his father, Jefferson started building
Monticello when he was 26 years old. His house is Neoclassical , Palladian style.
Jefferson is buried at Monticello.
• George Morgan –First Indian Agent who negotiated the first U.S. Indian treaty in 1776.
George Morgan (1743-1810) was an American merchant and representative to Native
Americans involving Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, John Hancock, and
Thomas Jefferson. About Onondaga, the original George Morgan papers are preserved
in Santa Barbara (source unresolved (see also involvement with “White Eyes”).
• Mount Rushmore – near Keystone, South Dakota in the Black Hills, South Dakota, are
the four stone sculptures that honor (left to right) George Washington, Thomas Jefferson,
Theodore Roosevelt and Abraham Lincoln; sculpted by John Gutzon Borglum, then
overseen by his son, Lincoln Borglum. Dates of construction: 1927 to 1941.
• My Lai Massacre – On March 16, 1968, U.S, Army soldiers from the Company C of the
1st Battalion, 20th Infantry Regiment, 11th Brigade of the 23rd (American) Infantry Division
at My Lai (and My Khe villages) killed between 347 and 504 unarmed civilians killed in
South Vietnam. Some of the women were gang-raped and their bodies mutilated.
Twenty-six Americans were charged with criminal offenses but only Platoon leader of
Company C, Lieutenant William Calley, was found guilty of killing 22 villages but his
life sentence got reduced to only 3 ½ years under house arrest.
In the collective memory of Americans and Vietnamese, My Lai holds a special
place. On the 30th anniversary in 1998, a groundbreaking ceremony for the My Lai Peace
Park was held nearby in Quang Ngai province, Vietnam. Many Americn veterans,
including Hugh Thompson, Jr., and Larry Colburn from the helicopter rescue crew,
were at the ceremony. Veteran Mike Boehm said, “We cannot forget the past, but we
cannot live with anger and hatred either. With this park of peace, we have created a . . . .
monument to peace (“Blood and Fire of My Lai remembered 30 years later,” CNN
March 16, 1998; Mylaipeacepark.org)
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• Nagasaki – The city in Japan above which the US dropped a nuclear (atomic) bomb on
August 9, 1945, after having dropped its first atomic bomb on Hiroshima on August 6,
1945. About 44% of the city was destroyed; 35,000 people were killed, 60,000 injured,
while 44% of the city was destroyed (see above Bockscar and Hiroshima).
• Nassau Hall – Built in 1756 of Renaissance architectural style, it is the oldest building
on the Princeton University campus in today’s Princeton, New Jersey. “Capitol” of the
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capital of the Congress of the United States under first national compact, the Articles of
Confederation during span of July 1777 to October in 1783. The entire American
government met in Nassau Hall’s library on the second floor. Congress congratulated
George Washington here on his successful termination of the American Revolutionary
War. The news was received here of the signing of the Treaty of Paris (1783). The first
accredited foreign minister to the United States was welcomed at Nassau Hall, from the
Netherlands.
• National Defense Act of 1916 – made each state’s militia part of the National Guard.
Normally each state’s governor is in charge of that state’s National guard. However, the
President has the power to call into federal service any or all National Guard units when
necessary: as President Eisenhower ordered of the Arkansas National Guard in 1957 in
Little Rock, Arkansas, due to integration of schools protests; and as President George H.
Bush did during the 1991 Persian Gulf War.
• National Parks –The United States has 59 protected areas called National Parks.
Yellowstone was signed into law by Ulysses S. Grant in 1872, upon receiving Congress’s
bill. Yosemite was created by Congress in 1890, Congress established Lassen Volcanic
National Park in northern California, in 1916.
• Naturalization Process - for an immigrant applicant to become U.S. Citizen. General
Eligibility Requirements are: (1) must be age 18 or older (2) must be for 5 yrs. Lawful
Permanent Resident in state or district (3) must demonstrate good moral character for 5
yrs prior to date of filing (4) must be able to read, write, and speak and understand
English and (5) must have knowledge and an understanding of U.S. history and
American government.
• Navy’s SEAL Team 6 (part of U.S. Special Forces. Note: the US. Army’s
counterpart is Delta Force. Also, there are no teams 1-5, as revealed in the PBS
documentary “Navy Seals: Their Untold Story,” which aired August 18, 2015.
The SEAL Team 6 unit that is best known for killing Osama bin Laden in 2011,
has been taking on an ever expanded clandestine, counterterrorism war, since 1987,
when its predecessor was officially disbanded.
• New Harmony – Located in SW corner of Indiana, in Posey County. Father George
Rapp, a German Lutheran leader arrived in 1814, with his Rappites and established
“Harmony,” a 30,000 acre community along the Wabash River. Vowed to lives of
celibacy, thrift, and skilled at handcrafts, this monastic community built a self-reliant
society. They produced almost all their own food and clothing. Tobacco was their only
indulgence.
Scots socialist Robert Owen (born in 1771) who had established the new model
town at New Lamark, turned to America where he could build an even better new kind
of society. Before President James Monroe, Owen exhibited a model of his proposed
town that he intended to set up in America.
In 1825 for $20,000 of his own fortune, Owen purchased from the Rappites their
entire community of fifty houses and mills, including all its sheep, pigs and horses. The
site Owen rechristened “New Harmony.” Owen’s Kingdom-Come-in-the-Wilderness
“Utopia” opened its doors and invited the world to enter. Besides a mix of idealists and
slackers who soon arrived, Owen also invited several celebrated intellectuals, of which
three were ornithologist Thomas Say, inventor Josiah Warren of the newspaper rotary
press, and philanthropist William Maclure who sought to have free libraries
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everywhere. Robert Owen’s maxim was that society would be saved if everybody would
gladly work for the other fellow’s good.
Alas, ordinary standards of moral responsibility in New Harmony deteriorated
swiftly. After only two years, it became an economic failure. Dreamer Robert Owen
returned to Scotland. However, Owen’s sons, David Owen, Robert Dale Owen, and
William Owen remained. They all accomplished good works. They shouldered the
responsibilities and turned Utopia into Indiana. New Harmony became known as a
center for advances in education and scientific research. New Harmony's residents
established the first free library, a civic drama club, and a public school system open to
men and women. Many of the town's old Harmonist buildings still stand. State geologist
William Owen became the first president of Purdue University in West Lafayette,
Indiana.
• Nine-Eleven (9/11) September 11, 2001, involved four attacks of the U.S. mainland,
carried out by Al-Qaida terrorists. . with fire fighters: George Johnson (left), Dan
McWilliams, and Bill Eisengrein raise an American flag at the World trade Center ruins
Figure to come of US Postage Stamp of iconic photo at Ground Zero of World
Trade Center ruins with fire fighters George Johnson (left), Dan McWilliams, and Bill
Eisengrein raising an American flag (What became of this flag is ongoing mystery).
Q. From what countries were the nineteen hijackers of 9/11?
Ans: 15 of 19 hijackers were from Saudi Arabia. The other four were: one
Egyptian, one Lebanese, and two from the Union of Arab Emirates (UAE). None were
from Iraq.
• Northwest Ordinance of 1787 - described the process by which a territory becomes a
State. Arguably the single most important piece of legislation passed addressing public
domain lands. The prohibition of slavery in the territory had the practical effect of
establishing the Ohio River as the boundary between free and slave territory in the
region between the Appalachian Mountains and the Mississippi River.
• Number 42 – Forty-two is the only number retired by all of baseball in honor of major
league player Jackie Roosevelt Robinson of African-American heritage.
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• “Oh Say Can You See” – The beginning words of by Francis Scott Key’s “Defence of
Fort M’Henry” poem, renamed The “Star-Spangled Banner.” Was written in 1814 at Fort
McHenry, Maryland, upon witnessing the bombardment by British ships in Baltimore
Harbor. The poem was recognized for official use by the United States Navy in 1889, and
by U.S. President Woodrow Wilson in 1916. Congress adopted the “Star-Spangled
Banner” as our national anthem in 1931.
• “Old Glory” flag – The name “Old Glory” was given to a large, 10-by-17 foot flag by
its proud sea captain, William Driver from Salem, Massachusetts.
Driver retired from the sea in 1837 and moved to Nashville, Tennessee. He flew
his beloved flag on all patriotic occasions, using a rope suspended across the street, and
Old Glory became well known to the citizenry. By 1861, the flag’s number of stars count
was updated to show 34 stars. When the Civil War broke out and Tennessee seceded
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from the Union in 1861, Driver feared that the rebel government would attempt to
destroy the locally famous “Old Glory.” So to hide it, Driver had the flag sewn inside a
thick, quilted, fluffy blanket called a comforter. it survived. When Union forces retook
Nashville in 1862, the following year, Driver was able to bring out his flag and hoist it
from the state capitol spire. A unit of Federal troops, the 6th Ohio Infantry, adodpted
“Old Glory” as their motto. Newspaper accounts have kept “Old Glory” remembered
over time.
Addendum: Unresolved is where the “Old Glory” flag is presently. In 2006, the
flag was loaned to the Tennessee State Museum. Preliminary phone calls to Nashville
determined that they no longer have the flag. Contrary to museum publicity, on June 28,
2013, upon paying a visit to view “Old Glory” inside the Smithsonian National Museum
of American History, “Old Glory” was not there.
• “Old Ironsides” (see USS Constitution).
• Onesimus – African’s name who told Bostonians how to inoculate for small pox
(McCullough 2001:142).
• Onondaga –The capital of the Iroquois Confederation (League) near Syracuse, New
York. Iroquois League united five principal Indian nations: Mohawk, Onondaga, Seneca,
Oneida, and Cayuga. (Weatherford 1988:136). Oren Lyons has been a spiritual and
political leader at Onondaga (Gregory Schaaf, “The Great Peacemaker Native People,
November/December 2013, pp. 52-54), the seminal work about Onondaga-Iroquois
influences on formation of U.S. Constitution, is Bruce E. Johansen, Forgotten Founders:
How the American Indian Helped Shape Democracy, 1982. Boston, Massachusetts: The
Harvard Common Press, A Gambit Book.
• Oprah Winfrey Network television (OWN) – OWN made its debut in 2009. Mission
Statement: To create multiple platforms for women, men and their families with a
purpose and a passion: to celebrate life, to inspire and entertain, empowering viewers
around the world to live their best lives, and by doing so, lift the lives of those around
them in ever-widening circles
(In progress to come is more about “television culture,” U.S. news broadcasting,
influence of mass media, advertising, and more)

P
• The “peculiar” institution (see below “Jim Crow laws,” and “slavery in America)
• Peace Corps – Established in 1961 during President John F. Kennedy’s administration.
(See figure to come of US Postage Stamp). The Peace Corps Act with purpose:
To promote world peace and friendship through a Peace Corps, which
shall make available to interested countries and areas men and women of
the United States qualified for service abroad and willing to serve, under
conditions of hardship if necessary, to help the peoples of such countries
and areas in meeting their needs for trained manpower.
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• The Peanut Butter and Jam sandwich – The PB&J’s place of origin is in the United
States. PB&J became popular with children in USA in about 1900. GIs consumed lots of
them during WW II. One recent survey of Americans found what makes the best PB&J
sandwich. Results show, 36% say strawberry jam is their favorite, with grape jam taking
second place at 31%. Favorite bread is white (54%), while favorite type of peanut butter
is 56% prefer smooth, while 44% savor crunchy (Survey Sept. 2014, by The Huffington
Post). Two farmers who planted peanuts and were elected US presidents were Thomas
Jefferson and Jimmie Carter.
The USA is today a leading exporter of peanut butter. When this compiler lived
and taught in Flensburg, Germany in 1991-1992, surprisingly, “peanut butter” was a
luxury item in their food stores, which I came to sorely miss. So Germany, get with it!

• “The” Plymouth Rock of 1620-1621 - Even though its provenience is suspect, USA’s
Plymouth Rock icon has had an engaging history all its own. This granite stone relic has
purported oral history substantiating it, has moved from place to place, has been split in
two, and has been whittled away at by souvenir hunters. Still, the Pilgrim’s purported
landing place endures (Christopher Klein essay explores the facts and legends behind
Plymouth Rock).
• Permanent Resident Card (PRC) – Green card. Online available:
www.uscis.gov/greencard
• Pettrus Bridge - This bridge is in Selma, Alabama, where U.S. Interstate Route 80
crosses the Alabama River. It was built in 1940 (see also “Bloody Sunday” in 1965 Civil
Rights Movement’s). Interesting is for whom the Pettrus Bridge iwas named:
Edward Pettrus was a former Confederate Brigadier General, U.S.
Senator from Alabama, and Grand Dragon of the KKK..
The Pettrus bridge was declared a National Historic Landmark on
March 11, 2013.
• Preamble – of U.S. Constitution:
We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more
perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for
the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the
Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and
establish this Constitution for the United States of America.
• President John Hanson - (Figure to come of John Hanson on US Postal stamp).
Little understood fact is that there were fourteen “presidents of the United States
of America” who preceded George Washington. They all served under the nation’s first
compact, the Articles of Confederation.
• primary source – First-hand account. An autobiography, diary or an artifact from area
under study are primary sources
However, primary sources, particularly those from before the 20th century, i.e.,
1801 to 1900 and earlier, may have hidden challenges. For example, early primary
sources are usually fragmentary, ambiguous and sometimes difficult to analyze or
interpret.
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• PT Boat 109 – Its last skipper, US Navy Lieutenant John F. Kennedy, survived its
ramming and sinking in the Solomon Islands on August 2, 1943, by the Japanese
destroyer Amagiri. Kennedy and ten other men were left for dead in a sea covered with
flaming gasoline. Author Robert J. Donovan meticulously researched and published this
true story, PT Boat 109: John F. Kennedy in World War II, 1961. New York: McGraw-Hill
Book Company, Inc.
Heroically, Kennedy helped in leading his remaining ten PT Boat crew members
to swim for their lives to a small coral island. There, Kennedy used his sheath knife to
carve this concise message into a coconut’s shell (Figure to come) that reads:
NAURO ISL
NATIVE KNOWS POS’IT
HE CAN PILOT 11 ALIVE NEED
SMALL BOAT
KENNEDY
The coconut shell was handed to an islander, who, a week later, delivered it to
Lieutenant Ted Robinson, who was skipper of PT Boat-157, and among the first men to
rescue Kennedy with the others. Subsequently, Robinson published his part in World
War II in his book titled, Water In My Veins: The Pauper Who Helped Save A President, 2012.
Bennington, Vermont: Merriam Press.
Today, this relic is on display at the Kennedy Library in Boston. When John
Kennedy became the 35th U.S. President, the coconut shell sat on his desk inside the
White House.
(Another figure to come is photo of JFK in 1943, taken by Skipper Ted
Robinson, when they were still in the Solomon Islands. In said photo,
John Kennedy leans on Robinson’s wooden cane made of ironwood. A
month to the day after Kennedy’s boat was sunk, Robinson’s PT Boat 157
struck a reef and he, too, was injured. For the next 2 ½ months, the two
PT skippers shared a tent as they recuperated from their injuries.
Robinson original photographic print, and his cane were donated to the
Smithsonian National Museum of American History).

PT Boats of US History
Restored PT Boat 617 along with P.T. Boat 796 are exhibited at Battleship Cove
in Fall River, Massachusetts, the world's largest collection of historic naval ships.
and remain the world's only restored pair of PT Boats.
Do you know? In 2002, Underwater Archaeologist Robert Ballard
rediscovered PT Boat 109!

• Purple Heart – The Purple Heart was originally called the Badge of Military Merit
when George Washington created it in 1782, which makes it the U.S. military’s oldest
medal.
In 1932, Army Chief of Staff General Douglas MacArthur revived this oldest
medal. The medal was redesigned as a purple heart with a a bronze border encircling a
portrait of George Washington. MacArthur awarded it to soldiers who were wounded in
action and to the families of those who died in combat (Robert Kiener “The Hearts of
Soldiers” Reader’s Digest March 2015, p. 86).
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Q
• Quinceñera - “Coming of Age”celebration on the fifteenth birthday of daughters of
Latino-Latina families.

R
• The Red Seat - Located behind and above right field in Boston’s Fenway Park. Section
42, Row 37, Seat 21. It was made famous by Ted Williams’s 502 foot, longest home run
blast at Fenway Park, hit on June 9, 1946. There were only wood bleachers back then. In
the 1970s, seats replaced the bleachers. The seat was painted red in 1984 (see figures to
come).
• “Republican” form of government means where the power resides in the people, and
the government is ruled by elected leaders run according to law. Required of the United
States federal government for every State, Article IV Section 4 of US Constitution.
• Republican Party – The first presidential election with a Republican Party ticket
(president and vice president candidates) was in 1856. The first Republican Party
candidate to win the US Presidency was Abraham Lincoln from Illinois in 1861 with his
Vice President Hannibal Hamlin from Maine.
• Revenue – taxes. All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of
Representatives (Article 1 Section 7).

S
• The Scientific Method – Process involves replication, replication, and more
replication. Data being considered must be observable and measureable. Use
inductive and deductive reasoning. The scientist’s or archaeologist’s five steps of
investigation are: (1) Define the problem or issue (2) make hypotheses (educated
guesses) about your subject under study (3) test each of your hypotheses , also
called test questions (4) draw inferences or tentative conclusions, from your
testing. What factors might still be in the way that need separating if possible
and retesting? (5) apply your tentative conclusions in life. Realize that you are
still testing.
The more you learn the more you realize that you don’t know. When
writing your report for publication, be sure to use qualifiers. e.g., perhaps, likely,
unlikely; rarely can you have irrefutable or definitive, solid information. Beware
of idioms and other perceptions inherent or embedded in different cultures and
other languages. Look for “their metaphors” for defining reality.
• Scout’s honor (see above Boy Scouts of America).
• Scrimshaw – The original American art form. Carved or engraved article etched of
whale ivory, sperm whale teeth, whale bone, walrus tucks (suggetions: Take Ron
Newton’s class at John C. Campbell Folk School. Read Herman Melville’s Molby Dick
and Nathaniel Philbrick’s In the Heart of the Sea about whaling ship Essex tragedy in
1819).
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• Seal Team 6 (see Navy’s SEAL Team 6)
• Selective Service System – Is a federal agency in charge of providing manpower
to the Department of Defense in the event of a national emergency (www.sss.gov)
All male citizens (and all male immigrant aliens residing in the United
States who were born after December 31, 1959, must register within 30 days of their
18th birthday. Failure to register may violate the Military Selective Service Act. A
conviction could result in imprisonment for up to five years and/or a fine of up to
$250,000. Individuals failing to register forfeits access to federal guaranteed student
loans, federal jobs, and federal job training.
• The Shameful Treatment of the American Indians by Euro-American invaders violent
across Turtle Island (North America). The three major killers were introduced diseases,
massacres, and U.S. governmental neglect (Dee Brown Bury My Heart At Wounded Knee,
1970; Estle Beard and Lynwood Carranco Genocide and Vendetta, 1981; Brandan Lindsay
The Murder State: California’s Native American Genocide, 1846-1873, 2012).
• “Shot heard around the world” – The start of the American Revolutionary War in
Concord, Massachusetts, at the North Bridge, on April 19, 1775, when the Patriots
returned fire at Colonel Francis Smith’s Redcoats, who were routed back the six miles to
Lexington, and subsequently back to British occupied Boston.
• “Short-Snorter”- (see below WW II history).
• slavery in USA. – American anthropologist Margaret Mead observed that “Americans
have a peculiar way that they look at the Negro” (“A Rap on Race” a recorded dialogue
between Margaret Mead and James Baldwin. New York, New York: CMS Records,
1972). What did she mean by this?
For an explanation, add to Mead’s words, what author and historian Stanley
Elkins, Slavery, 1963, explained why American slavery was unique from any other
slavery system in the world. “American slavery,” Elkins wrote, in so many words, “was
a ‘closed’ system.” Even the sons and daughters of slaves remained slaves in the United
States. That is what being “closed” means. The proof of your lowly status forever, was
your black skin. The trumped up “sambo” personality of “the negro” was encouraged
and expected by slave masters. It was “part of the culture” and it brainwashed
perceptions over time, for everyone. That “boy” might live long enough to become an
“uncle” or an “aunt.” But that mark on him means he can never be a “man” nor a
“person.” There was a name for them in the states, “slave.”
Race is the most dangerous, loaded word in the American English language. Its
use invites the idea of there being “races” of human beings. And there lives the lie.
• Slogans, Stereotypes, Propaganda, and the Importance of understanding the power
and importance of metaphors – Major topics introduced here that merit inclusion in an
expanded American cultural literacy dictionary due to the controlling influences of mass
media and our accelerating social media.
• Smithsonian Institution – National museum of the United States, established in 1846,
with funds from James Smithson (1765-1829), a British scientist who bequeathed his
estate to the United States to found “at Washington, under the name of the Smithsonian
Institution, an establishment for the increase and diffusion of knowledge. Today’s
Smithsonian institution consists of 19 museums and galleries, the National Zoological
Park, and nine research facilities. Located mainly on the Mall in Washington, D.C.
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• Social Security Card – issued by Social Security Administration to U.S. citizens; and to
people lawfully admitted to the United States on a permanent basis. The Social Security
Act began in 1935; was part of the President Franklin D. Roosevelt administration’s
“New Deal” programs. Other noteworthy programs included the Public Works
Administration and the Civilian Conservation Corps.
• Sports (see basketball, first “forward pass” of football, Jackie Robinson Day of
baseball, every Tax Day, April 15th!).
• “Star-Spangled Banner” - composed by Francis Scott Key in 1814, during the British
bombardment of Fort McHenry in Baltimore, Maryland, was made the national anthem
by the U. S. Congress in 1931.
• The Starving Time – 1609-1610 at Jamestown, Virginia Colony. The living skeletons
then were driven to desparate acts. They resorted to eating “dogges, catts, rats, and
myce.” They even dug up the corpses of the dead and ate it as food. Only 60 of the 400
settlers were still alive with winter’s end.
Other “starving times” in U.S. history include: Mayflower survivors, 1620-1621,
Donner Party in California’s Sierra Nevada, 1846, and the California Indians during
year, 1855.
-• Sons of Liberty –They formed largely in Boston, Massachusetts, led by Samuel Adams.
In 1774, British Parliament based what have been called the Intolerable Acts with the
intent of suppressing unrest by the citizens in Boston by closing the port and placing
Boston under martial law. protest The group, in turn, continued their intimidations and
extortions of the Boston merchant who continued to side with Mother England’s
Parliament. Corrupt and unscrupulous British Parliament, at first, was deemed the
trouble-makers, not the English King (see also “America,” the allegorical Indian figure
by Paul Revere, circa 1766).

• South Pass (in today’s Wyoming) - South Pass furnished a natural crossing point of the
Rockies. South Pass became the route for emigrants on the Oregon, California, and
Mormon trails to the West. South Pass is the lowest point (7,412 feet) on the Continental
Divide between the Central Rocky Mountains and the Southern Rocky Mountains. The
Sweetwater River runs to its east and the Wind River mountains. The headwaters of
Green River is to the west. In 1836, Narcissa Whitman and Eliza Spalding were the first
white pioneer women to cross South Pass (riding side-saddle they did!).
While explorer Robert Stuart’s party of seven in 1812 used South Pass in
today’s Wyoming when taking a message back east to John Jacob Astor, this
route was virtually forgotten until Americans Jedediah Smith and Thomas
Fitzpatrick, circa 1827, rediscovered South Pass and the Plate River valleys.
• The Stamp Act (1765) – In March of 1765, the Stamp Act was passed by the
English Parliament. It imposed the first direct tax on the American colonies to
offset the high costs of the British military organizations in America. Thus for the
first time in the 150 year old history of the British colonies in America, the
Americans were to pay tax not to their own local legislatures in America, but
directly to England. The “Americans” to be would not have it!
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• The “Star Spangled Banner”- Official national anthem of the USA, composed by
Francis Scott Key in 1814, during the British Navy’s bombardment of Fort McHenry in
Baltimore, Maryland.
•The Sultana side-wheel steamboat disaster – This is near forgotten history, and quite
sad. On April 27, 1865, this transport steamer exploded when heavily overloaded.
Tragically, an estimated range of 1,300 to 1,900 passengers died, most of whom were
Union soldiers anxious to return home. They had just been released from Andersonville
and Cahawba Confederate prison camps. This event has been overshadowed, past and
present, by the media and history textbooks. The day before its boilers exploded, John
Wilkes Booth, the man who assassinated President Lincoln, was killed. The death count
was higher than the Titanic disaster on the North Atlantic 47 years later. This arguably
remains the greatest maritime disaster in U.S. history until Pearl Harbor.
• The “Supremacy Clause” is Article VI, Section 2 means in general terms that the
Constitution and the federal laws rank above state or local laws.
• Symbols of USA - USA’s ultimate symbols of the country?
Answers: Vote getters in no particular order are: (1) the nation’s capital,
Washington, D.C., (2) our Charters of Freedom, The full length painting
of George Washington by Gilbert Stuart that also appears on our one
dollar currency, the Liberty Bell, and the U.S.S. Constitution.
Things that the United States represents:
More to add to the list that represent the United States of America
are: the U.S. flag, the Great Seal of the U.S. A., the bald eagle, the
Gateway Arch in St. Louis, Missouri, Mount Rushmore (carved in South
Dakota, the Pledge of allegiance, Vietnam Veterans Memorial, the
Jefferson Memorial, Gettysburg, Monticello, Mount Vernon, the Golden
Gate Bridge, the World War II Memorial, and many others.

T
• Tar Heels - Feb. 7 Sat. –Former UNC Tar Heels’ basketball coach Dean Smith who won
two national championships in 1982 and 1993 died of a heart attack at age 83. Was
winningest coach in college basketball! Lute Olson and John Wooden, “The Wizard of
Westwood.”
• television culture (In progress to come, more about news broadcasting and education,
mass media and advertising influences, and technologies).
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• Thanksgiving – The Pilgrim’s First Thanksgiving meal, and with some of their newly
established Wampanoag allies, was “probably in last September or early October” in
1621. Author and historian Nathaniel Philbrick in Mayflower (2006:118), winner of the
National Book Award, also added that:
The Pilgrims may have added fish to their meal of birds and deer. In
fall, striped bass, bluefish, and cod were abundant. Perhaps most
important to the Pilgrims was that with a recently harvested barley crop,
it was now possible o brew beer. Alas, the Pilgrims were without
pumpkin pies or cranberry sauce. There were also no forks, which did not
appear at Plymouth until the last decades of the seventeenth century. The
Pilgrims ate with their fingers and their knives.
President Lincoln on April 3, 1863, made a Proclamation for Thanksgiving with
the words: “I do therefore invite my fellow citizens . . . to harmony , tranquility , and
union.” (see figure to come about Americans eating Thanksgiving).
• The “Three-fifths clause” (Article 1, Section 2, Clause 3 “of all other persons”) of U.S.
Constitution, 1787 – The point of contention was finally reached to count three-fifths of
the total number of enslaved persons when determining the population in the census
(and thus the number of representatives in the House) of each state. This was yet
another concession agreed to in Independence Hall, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
About slavery, the US Constitution delegates also agreed to permit international
slave trading only for the next twenty years, until 1 8 0 8 . Noteworthy is that nowhere in
the original Constitution did the drafters use the word slave; instead, they used vague
terms such as “other persons.” This evasion of words indicates that slavery was
polarizing Americans even in the late 1 7 0 0 s, well before the Civil War in the 1 8 6 0 s. (See
also Ken Burn’s Ward and Duncan, 2001:129).
• Tonto – (of The Lone Ranger/history of)
means “stupid” in Spanish. In Bantam’s College Spanish-English Dictionary. 1991:
stupid -adj. estupido; (coll) sonso, pavo, gili.
tonto or tonta – foolish, stupid, silly; tonto de capirote, a blantant fool.
Name repeatedly used by our American film industry for the Lone Ranger’s
famous sidekick –the archetypal “good Indian,” always ready to help track down the
“bad Indians” and outlaws who menaced Whites on the frontier.
Tonto with the Lone Ranger character first appeared on the radio in Detroit in
1933 in the series conceived by George W. Trendle and written by Francis Hamilton
Striker. The character was originally believed to be inspired by Texas Ranger Captain
John R. Hughes to whom the book by The Lone Ranger by Zane Grey, was dedicated in
1915. (Source: "Lone Ranger Research Connects the Dots to Cambridge", Mike Clark,
CommunityCasts.com)
The Lone Ranger became a popular television series from 1949 to 1957, with
Tonto, played by Mohawk Indian Jay Silverheels (whose birth name was Harold J.
Smith. Born May 26, 1912, Six Nations Reservation, Brantford, Ontario, Canada). Died
March 5, 1980 in Woodland Hills, Los Angeles, CA. His son, Jay Silverheels Junior, has
acted in television as well.
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Suggested reading: Art t. Burton “The ‘Tonto’ of Indian Territory,” Wild West
Magazine (June 1914).
• Turtle Island –The American Indians’ name for North America.

U
• Union Flag – First flown on Jan. 1, 1776 as replacement of the “large Red flag”? at
Cambridge, MA, where Gen. Washington was first assigned to head up the new
Continental Army (headquarters) (Philbrick 2013:265).
• “United,” as in “United States” --Origin derived from: in 1643, the United Colonies of
New England formation, being the first union of English settlements in America. It grew
out of the united action of the white settlers that had worked so well against the Pequots
of greater Connecticut and Long Island (Brandon 1961;169); and in 1774, the published
“Association” system document (and often signed by local leaders) was adopted by the
First Continental Congress for implementing a trade boycott of Great Britain goods (to
be operative starting December 1, 1774). It was adopted for the purpose of hopefully
altering Britain’s policies toward the colonies without severing allegiance (said
document is preserved at U.S. National Archives, Washington, D.C.)
• United States Citizenship and Immigration Services USCIS - Provides legal process for
naturalization by applicants. See Policy Manual (Online) Available:
http://www.uscis.gov/policymanual/HTML/PolicyManual-Volume12.html
• U.S. Supreme Court – The highest court of the land, located at 1 First Street, NE,
Washington D.C. 20543 (see map to come). Nine justices in number of which one is Chief
Justice. Article III of U.S. Constitution. What’s New, Transcripts of Recent Arguments,
Recent Decisions, and more is Online Available: www.supremecourt.gov/
The U.S. Constitution is what the U.S. Supreme Court says it is.
“. . . the decisions of the Supreme Court contain some of the highest
thoughts expressed in the inevitably right prose. And not even our own
professors of English refer to the speeches and letters of Abraham Lincoln
as the greatest prose style of our land” (Peattie 1943:222).
Article III Section 1. The Judicial Power of the United States, shall be
vested in one supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress
may from time to time ordain and establish. The Judges . . . shall hold
their Offices during good Behavior, and shall at states Times, a
Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their Continuance
in Office.
• USS Arizona – Laid out 16 March 1914. Launched 19 June 1915. Commissioned 17
October 1918 Fate: Sunk in an attack in Pearl Harbor, 7 December 7, 1941.Twenty-three
sets of brothers died aboard the USS Arizona. The USS Arizona’s entire band was lost in
the attack. 1,177 crewmen were killed of which 21 were members of the USS Arizona’s
band. Fuel continues to leak from the USS Arizona’s wreckage, sometimes referred to as
the tears of the Arizona, or “black tears.” All total, 2,403 Americans were killed and
1,178 others were wounded.
• U.S. citizenship (see above “Naturalization Process”)
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• USS Constitution – Nicknamed “Old Ironsides” after her battle with HMS Guerriere.
Cannon balls could not penetrate her frame’s “secret” structural configurations. Her
“iron side” configuration was a combination of white oak, live oak (in middle) and
white oak. Launched in 1797, this ship is the oldest commissioned warship afloat in the
world (Note: The HMS Victory in the United Kingdom is older, still commissioned, but
in permanent dry-dock never to float again.)
“Old Ironsides” is docked in Charlestown Navy Yard, part of Boston harbor.
Visit Online: ussconstitutionmuseum.org / Recommended is Commander Tyrone G.
Martin’s work about the USS Constitution titled, A Most Fortunate Ship: A Narrative
History of Old Ironsides, 1997. Navel Institute Press.
• USCIS – The United States Citizenship and Immigration Services, a component of the
U. S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS).
• USS Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr.- was commissioned at Boston on December 15, 1945.
Decommissioned in 1973. She is named for Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr., the older brother of JFK
and the others, who was killed off the coast of Normandy on August 12, 1944, while on a
secret bombing mission. This Gearing-class destroyer was the largest class of U.S.
destroyers built during World War II. Measures 390 feet in length and 41 feet at extreme
beam, and displaces 2,616 tons of water.
1951 - Played battleship role in the Korean War, for the first United
Nations counter-offensive and for the Communist China Spring
Offensive.
1962 - Participated in the Cuban Blockade. The USS Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr.,
along with the USS Pierce, intercepted, halted and boarded the Russianchartered freighter Marcula.
1962 - Younger brother Robert F. Kennedy served on the ship. President
John F. Kennedy watched the America's Cup race from the second deck.
1965 - In addition, the vessel served as part of the NASA recovery forces
for the Gemini 6, Gemini 7, Gemini 12 and Apollo 4 missions.
1974 - Moved to Battleship Cove for public viewing in Fall River, MA.
• USS Missouri –On her deck on Sept. 2, 1945, the Japanese signed surrender documents
while anchored in Tokyo Bay at the time. “The ship is now a museum called the
Battleship Missouri Memorial. It’s moored at a spot overlooking where the USS Arizona
sank during the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941” (“In Remember” The
Associated Press printed in Chico’s Enterprise-Record-Mercury Register, September 5,
2015, p. B1 (see also World War II).

V
• Valley Forge -20 miles NW of Philadelphia at King of Prussia, PA, where the
Continental Army survived the winter of 1776, without adequate food, clothing, or
shelter.
• Veterans Day –Every November 11this a national holiday. In 1954, Congress changed
the name from Armistice Day to Veterans Day to honor all who have served in the
United States Military. The day, November 11th is honored because it commemorates the
end of fighting of World War I on November 11, 1918.
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• Vietnam War (1961-1975). U.S. War against the communists in Southeast Asia. William
Calley Jr. and the “My Lai Massacre”).
• Viking in America - L’Anse aux Meadows – The Norse (Viking) village site discovered
in 1960, by Norwegians Helge and Anne Ingstad, dating to around 1000 C.E. The only
confirmed Norse site in North America outside Greenland. Their 2001 book is titled The
Viking Discovery of America: The Excavation of a Norse Settlement in L’Anse Aux Meadows,
Newfoundland, Checkmark Books.
A related story of interest is the “Maine penny” found at the Goddard site near
the mouth of Penobscot Bay on Aug. 18, 1956 by Guy Mellegren. In 1978, the so-called
“Maine penny” was identified as a Norwegian silver piece dating to the reign of Olaf the
Peaceful, 1067 to 1093)! (see Figures 13a obverse and 13b reverse in Burrill The Human
Almanac: People Through Time, 1983, on page 30, reprinted courtesy of the Maine State
Museum, Augusta, ME).
• Voracious consumers – We Americans, who comprise only 4.3% of Planet Earth’s
human population, have become the leading capitalist, industrialized nation who IS
committing planetary ecocide --and we continue to do little, if anything, about it.

W
* Wagner Act - “Labor’s Magna Carta” (see above “collective bargaining”)
• Wall Street – New York’s financial district on Manhattan Island; so named for the
“wall” built by the Dutch of New Amsterdam in about 1643, across lower Manhattan in
the course of the war against the Weckquaesgeek Indians who lived on Manhattan.
(William Brandon 1961:164; James Loewen 1995[2007:121] Lies My Teacher Told Me
Completely Revised and Updated).
• Wampum – “The earliest authorized “medium of exchange” (money) in the New
England settlements. “Wampum” --derived from Wampanoag tribe-- was legal tender in
Massachusetts from 1637 to 1661 in order to trade with the “friendly” tribes. Wampum
consisted of shells of various colors, ground to the size of kernels of corn, with hole
drilled through each piece so it could be strung on a leather thong for convenience and
adornment.
The General Court of Massachusetts in 1637 ordered “that wampamege should
passe at 6 a penny for any sume under 12d”(Yeoman, R. S.,The Official Red Book of U.S.
Coins 67th edition Atlanta, Georgia: Whitman Publishing, 2013:37).
• “White Christmas” – The song,composed by Irving Berlin, is the best-sellling single of
all time. Bing Crosby sang the song, first in the 1954 “White Christmas” movie, then in
“Holiday Inn” movie (1942), and again in the “Blue Skies”movie (1946).
• Chief White Eyes (connect the dots to Fort Malden? See George Morgan)
In November 1778 Chief White Eyes accompanied American forces on an
expedition against the British at Detroit. He died that month, with the Americans'
reporting he had contracted smallpox Years later George Morgan wrote to Congress
saying that the American militia had killed White Eyes in Michigan, and that American
officials had covered up the murder (see above George Morgan).
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• The White House –Address: 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, D.C., of
Neoclassical style architecture. President John Adams and First Lady Abigail (née Smith)
Adams were the first to live in the original building starting on November 1,1800, On
the next day, President Adams wrote this benediction for the President’s House,
Washington City, November 2, 1800:
“I pray heaven to bestow the best of blessings on this house and all that
shall hereafter inhabit it. May none but honest and wise men ever rule
under this roof.”
On 1814, the British Army set the mansion ablaze that gutted much of the
structure. This was when James Madison was president with First Lady Dolley Madison.
War of 1812 – President James Madison found no other choice but to ask
Congress for the declaration of war due to the British Navy’s continued impressments of
Americans on the high sea. During James Madison’s administration, the British burned
down the White House and the Capitol during the War of 1812 on April 24-25, 1814.
Dolley Madison was only able to take with her (1) state papers (2) important
pieces of silver and the ultimate symbol of the country, the full length “copy” of the
painting of George Washington by Gilbert Stuart. That it was a copy was unbeknownst
to Dolley at the time. it was a copy of it. The British troops looted the house and then set
fire to it. All that remained were the scorched sandstone walls.

• World War II (two stories):
Ethos of the U.S. Marine Corps IS the Battle of Iwo Jima –The battle for Iwo Jima
remains the “very ethos” of the Marine Corps today. The island was declared
secure on March 16, 1945. In about 36 days of battle, nearly 7,000 U.S. Marines
were killed and 20,000 wounded (see James Bradley and Ron Powers Flags of Our
Fathers: Heroes of Iwo Jima, 2000 in Bibliography).
“Short Snorter” - A banknote keepsake, inscribed by people traveling together on
an aircraft, especially during WW II, believed to give the bearers good luck. This
tradition appears to have started with bush pilots flying in Alaska, which
resulted in use by the United States military. During WW II, when the short
snorter was signed, the collector would have to produce it upon request, if not,
they are bound to give the signer a drink. Another tradition was to compare
them. The person with the fewest number of signatures or who had traveled to
the fewest number of destinations, had to picked up the tab for everyone else.
About every short snorter, every soldier’s story is different. For example,
volunteer L/Col. Robert N. Stone (Ret.) with the McClelland Aviation Museum
Foundation typed his recollections for such for this researcher on May 3, 1996:
No one seemed to know the origin of the “Short Snorter,” only that if you were
overseas, it would save you considerable money at the bars in clubs, pubs, and
anywhere else that liquor was dispensed.
“The short Snorted” was a s was a series of paper money, one example from each
foreign country a person had traveled through during his or her military career.
The first such piece of money would be a U.S. Dollar bill. Thereon one would
gather the signatures of friends and fellow travelers met within the U.S.A. Then,
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for each foreign country traveled through, a bill of that country was to be added,
with more signatures of persons met at that point of travel. And so on until one
would reach home again. The many foreign bills were scotch taped to each other,
making a long ribbon of bills. The length of these bills sometimes was
phenomenal, especially those carried by pilots and personnel of the air Transport
Command, who were world-wide travelers. The key and solution to not having
one of these bills, was that if challenged to show it, and you could not do so, then
a round of drinks was passed to all present at your expense. Carrying a “Short
snorter” at all times was advantageous, being without it, was about as bad as
being “out-of-uniform,” but decidedly more costly. A person always had to be
ready for a challenge, which were infrequent, but usually were a sneaky surprise
when called for.

X
• xenophobia –A great fear, distrust or hatred of foreigners.
It merits being reviewed here that the former Soviet Union (USSR)
now fifteen sovereign republics inclusive of Russia, experienced far more
death and destruction from the West, than any one country during World
War II. Some twenty million people of the former USSR died due to
fighting Germany. If there is a country that is deservedly xenophobic
today, it has to be Russia. The recent takeover by Russia’s President Putin
of the Crimea, recently part of Ukraine, speaks to this loudly.
If I am wrong in writing this, please advise me. -RB

Y
• Yankee – This name originates largely from the German-speaking immigrants in
America, dating back to the time of the thirteen British colonies. The colonists and who
neighbored New York City (originally New Amsterdam) and who liked to trade with
the Dutch or Holland traders based there, gave them the loving nick-name, die kåseKopfe, “the cheese-heads.” John, pronounced YAWN, got conveniently tacked on in front
because “John” still today, is the most popular first name used in the Dutch culture.
Thus “Johnny Cheese-heads” endearment moniker got shortened to “Yankees”
[pronounced YAWN’ KEYS].
Source: On November 29, 1991, in Harrislee, Denmark, I had the privilege of
attending a winter party at the home of hosts Knud and Inge Rasmussen. Most of the
attendees were tri-lingual speakers, with Danish their readiest language, then German,
and then English. I chanced to meet at this party another “outsider,” a Dutchman,
named Neldus Hovestad. He taught me this “Yankee” name derivation history I found
it anthropologically interesting that I had to leave my country, the U.S.A., in order to
finally learn the name-history of this major name used by ourselves and others for my
American people. Living abroad for 1991-1992, quitted me of my “American bubble”
SELF, and let me look at the West and its conventions with new eyes.
Hence, it is also most appropriate that one of the two major league baseball
teams in New York City today is named the Yankees, and has been since 1913.
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• Yellowstone -By the Act of March 1, 1872, Congress established Yellowstone National
Park in the Territories of Montana and Wyoming "as a public park or pleasuring-ground
for the benefit and enjoyment of the people" and placed it "under exclusive control of the
Secretary of the Interior." The founding of Yellowstone National Park began a
worldwide national park movement. Today more than 100 nations contain some 1,200
national parks or equivalent preserves.

Z
• Zion – The Mormons’ advance party found the Donner-Reed wagon road taken over
the Wasatch Mountains in 1845-1846. They followed and worked it forward and
backward on the road to get it in better condition for the Mormon wagons that followed.
Jim Bridger had shown Brigham Young how to get to the Great Basin, where Young had
investigated and pretty well decided was the place to build their new civilization.
“On July 19 [1847] they climbed a mountain and got a view of the Great Basin
and of Salt Lake Valley. It was an awe-inspiring sight: a natural, oblong amphitheatre,
big enough to house an empire, surrounded by totally by mountains, some of them
snow-capped; others of the same dry, brown desert aridity as the floor of the great
plain” (Stone 1956:96).
Brigham Young remembered an extremely important line from the Frémont
Report. Frémont wrote that he had tested the soil around the rim of the Basin and that
he had found it excellent in its ingredients (Stone 1956:97).
On Saturday, July 24, on “Little Mountain” where Young first got a view to the
west of the Great Salt Lake Valley, he seemed enrapt in a vision for several moments.
Then, as he recorded it: “. . . I felt that there the Saints would find protection.” A number
of years later Wilford Woodruff reported that Brigham Young said: “It is enough. This is
the right place.”
On July 28 [1847], four days after his arrival, President Brigham Young . . . [and
all] went to a spot between two forks of City Creek and here Young stuck his cane into
the ground, indicating the spot where the Temple was to be built:
The Temple, which was the center of the Mormon religion, would be the center
of the new city built in the desert.
. . . the land lying between the Sierra Nevada and the Pacific Ocean was far, far
away.
Zion was safe” (Stone 1956:99-100).
*
*
*
*
*
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